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Middlesex News 
February 2019

YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES
WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY, 

                                         

Don’t forget the ‘Show the Love’ Campaign for Climate Change and the annual crafting of Green Hearts 
throughout the UK in January/February. Let us know if you are doing anything specific locally, we’d love to 
know. Check out this website if you are not sur

this.   www.theclimatecoalition.org/show

WATCH OUT FOR
If not seen already, an announcement is coming your way 

Secretary and attached to the email version of this newsletter.

NEWSLETTER ….. Please accept my sincere apologies
of 2018.  There was an issue with articles being sent to the ‘old’ email address and were not received on the new email using
forwarding request that had been put in place.  I have added these articles to the bottom of this new

email version only, unfortunately they will not be included in the printed version due to budget constraints.  Sorry 
come to light until someone mentioned in November that they had not seen theirs.  We have so far managed to publish every 
article that has been knowingly sent,  maybe not all the photos as there are so many at times, so if you do not see your article, 

please let us know as soon as possible rather than wait ‘in case it comes out next time’. 

PLEA …..  I need help.  I need someone to take on produc
knowledge of Word/text boxes or software such as Publisher, please let us know.  It is a voluntary role, as with all MFWI 

positions, and has been kept alive solely by me since 2013.  Please be
taken over by anyone who may not have the full blown publishing type software or skill.  Many Federations charge for their 
online newsletter due to the costs incurred, as members of MFWI, you receiv

DONATIONS …..  I would like to thank everyone and their families, often due to personal circumstances, for the donations of 
craft supplies, tools and fabrics over the past year

to members to raise funds.  It is amazing how many small monetary donations can amount to a reasonable sum and rest 

CRAFT …..  The Dabble Day dates for 2019 have been released and we have two sessions this year, one at West Drayton on a 
Thursday and the other at Eastcote on a Saturday.  I have also got three WI craft groups booked in for this year, the diary i

filling with very few available dates left now so if your WI wants me to come along to run some craft for you, please get in touch 

PENNANTS ….. If your WI has not made a pennant to add to the MFWI bunting over the last 18 months or so, please do 
will be continuing this project and will show them off at every opportunity.  We’ve also put them on 

your WI webpage.  If you need details, or even confirmation if you have made one or not, 

ACWW….. There will be an update on ACWW sent to all WI Secretaries for information and to clarify some terms you may 
have heard of but have no idea what they mean: Pennies for Friendship,  

me to come along to one of your meetings, I am more than happy to do so, my only restriction is my diary availability! 

SCARVES …..  Your Secretary has been sent a request to knit scarves (as a donatio
somewhere safe and dry for anyone to pick up and take for their own use.  These are not being collected by county office, the

need to be placed in your own community where you think best (with permission if inside th

LASTLY…..  Don’t forget your Denman Rep, your Digital Team, your Public Affairs Rep, your Speakers List co
Science & Leisure Rep, MCS Rep and your Advisers are there to help you. All our contact details are on page 2.

 

necessary to help with the environment 
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Middlesex News 
February 2019 

YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
A HAPPY, HEALTHY AND PEACEFUL 2019

                 
 

Don’t forget the ‘Show the Love’ Campaign for Climate Change and the annual crafting of Green Hearts 
throughout the UK in January/February. Let us know if you are doing anything specific locally, we’d love to 
know. Check out this website if you are not sure what this is about because we, as WI members are part of 

www.theclimatecoalition.org/show-the-love/   
 

WATCH OUT FOR….. the Annual Council Meeting Competition 
announcement is coming your way to create a useful item by recycling a small tin 

Secretary and attached to the email version of this newsletter. 
 

Please accept my sincere apologies for some articles that were not publis
of 2018.  There was an issue with articles being sent to the ‘old’ email address and were not received on the new email using
forwarding request that had been put in place.  I have added these articles to the bottom of this new

, unfortunately they will not be included in the printed version due to budget constraints.  Sorry 
come to light until someone mentioned in November that they had not seen theirs.  We have so far managed to publish every 

knowingly sent,  maybe not all the photos as there are so many at times, so if you do not see your article, 
please let us know as soon as possible rather than wait ‘in case it comes out next time’. 

 
I need help.  I need someone to take on production of this Newsletter.  If anyone has got the time, skill and 

knowledge of Word/text boxes or software such as Publisher, please let us know.  It is a voluntary role, as with all MFWI 
positions, and has been kept alive solely by me since 2013.  Please bear in mind that it has to be something that can easily be 
taken over by anyone who may not have the full blown publishing type software or skill.  Many Federations charge for their 
online newsletter due to the costs incurred, as members of MFWI, you receive the email copy for FREE 

continue for a very long time.   
 

I would like to thank everyone and their families, often due to personal circumstances, for the donations of 
craft supplies, tools and fabrics over the past year.  The Craft committee use as much as possible with any excess being sold off 

to members to raise funds.  It is amazing how many small monetary donations can amount to a reasonable sum and rest 
assured, nothing gets wasted.    

 
The Dabble Day dates for 2019 have been released and we have two sessions this year, one at West Drayton on a 

Thursday and the other at Eastcote on a Saturday.  I have also got three WI craft groups booked in for this year, the diary i
few available dates left now so if your WI wants me to come along to run some craft for you, please get in touch 

as soon as possible.   
 

If your WI has not made a pennant to add to the MFWI bunting over the last 18 months or so, please do 
will be continuing this project and will show them off at every opportunity.  We’ve also put them on 

your WI webpage.  If you need details, or even confirmation if you have made one or not, please contact myself or the office 
(contact details on page 2).  

 
There will be an update on ACWW sent to all WI Secretaries for information and to clarify some terms you may 

have heard of but have no idea what they mean: Pennies for Friendship,  Projects and WE Funds.  As with anything, if you want 
me to come along to one of your meetings, I am more than happy to do so, my only restriction is my diary availability! 

 
Your Secretary has been sent a request to knit scarves (as a donation), write a note on a tag and leave it 

somewhere safe and dry for anyone to pick up and take for their own use.  These are not being collected by county office, the
need to be placed in your own community where you think best (with permission if inside th

 
on’t forget your Denman Rep, your Digital Team, your Public Affairs Rep, your Speakers List co

Science & Leisure Rep, MCS Rep and your Advisers are there to help you. All our contact details are on page 2.
Best wishes, Lorraine x 
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Middlesex News     
 

HEALTHY AND PEACEFUL 2019 

              

Don’t forget the ‘Show the Love’ Campaign for Climate Change and the annual crafting of Green Hearts 
throughout the UK in January/February. Let us know if you are doing anything specific locally, we’d love to 

we, as WI members are part of 

the Annual Council Meeting Competition  
to create a useful item by recycling a small tin – details via your 

for some articles that were not published in the Spring/Summer 
of 2018.  There was an issue with articles being sent to the ‘old’ email address and were not received on the new email using the 
forwarding request that had been put in place.  I have added these articles to the bottom of this newsletter (pages 9 & 10) for the 

, unfortunately they will not be included in the printed version due to budget constraints.  Sorry - it did not 
come to light until someone mentioned in November that they had not seen theirs.  We have so far managed to publish every 

knowingly sent,  maybe not all the photos as there are so many at times, so if you do not see your article, 
please let us know as soon as possible rather than wait ‘in case it comes out next time’.  

tion of this Newsletter.  If anyone has got the time, skill and 
knowledge of Word/text boxes or software such as Publisher, please let us know.  It is a voluntary role, as with all MFWI 

ar in mind that it has to be something that can easily be 
taken over by anyone who may not have the full blown publishing type software or skill.  Many Federations charge for their 

e the email copy for FREE – we hope this will 

I would like to thank everyone and their families, often due to personal circumstances, for the donations of 
.  The Craft committee use as much as possible with any excess being sold off 

to members to raise funds.  It is amazing how many small monetary donations can amount to a reasonable sum and rest 

The Dabble Day dates for 2019 have been released and we have two sessions this year, one at West Drayton on a 
Thursday and the other at Eastcote on a Saturday.  I have also got three WI craft groups booked in for this year, the diary is 

few available dates left now so if your WI wants me to come along to run some craft for you, please get in touch 

If your WI has not made a pennant to add to the MFWI bunting over the last 18 months or so, please do – we 
will be continuing this project and will show them off at every opportunity.  We’ve also put them on www.mfwi.org.uk search for 

please contact myself or the office 

There will be an update on ACWW sent to all WI Secretaries for information and to clarify some terms you may 
Projects and WE Funds.  As with anything, if you want 

me to come along to one of your meetings, I am more than happy to do so, my only restriction is my diary availability!  

n), write a note on a tag and leave it 
somewhere safe and dry for anyone to pick up and take for their own use.  These are not being collected by county office, they 

need to be placed in your own community where you think best (with permission if inside the likes of libraries).  

on’t forget your Denman Rep, your Digital Team, your Public Affairs Rep, your Speakers List co-ordinator, 
Science & Leisure Rep, MCS Rep and your Advisers are there to help you. All our contact details are on page 2. 
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Contact details 
COUNTY OFFICE: 

Unit 3 - No 7, The Green, West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 7PL 

Tel: 01895 440161 Email: secretary@mfwi.org.uk 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:15 am to 4:15 pm 

Friday 9:15 am to 1:15 pm 

(Answer phone is in operation outside office hours) or you can email: 

CHAIR: Lorraine Reed chair@mfwi.org.uk 

VICE CHAIR: Jules Hall vicechair1st@mfwi.org.uk 

SECRETARY: Lynda Hazelwood secretary@mfwi.org.uk 

TREASURER: Sarah Endersby treasurer@mfwi.org.uk 

ACWW: Lorraine Reed acwwrep@mfwi.org.uk 

CRAFT: Lorraine Reed craft@mfwi.org.uk 

DENMAN AMBASSADOR: Angela Chessman denman@mfwi.org.uk 
DIGITAL TEAM: Jules Hall digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk 

IT Support:  it@wisupport.org.uk 

MCS: Susan Whitworth mcs@mfwi.org.uk 

MFWI EVENTS: events@mfwi.org.uk  

NEWSLETTER: Lorraine Reed newsletter@mfwi.org.uk   

PUBLIC AFFAIRS: Sarah Wilson publicaffairs@mfwi.org.uk 

PUBLICATIONS: Requests via secretary@mfwi.org.uk 

SCIENCE & LEISURE: Alison Fremantle scienceandleisure@mfwi.org.uk 

SPEAKERS DIRECTORY – Julie Bloomfield speakers@mfwi.org.uk 

You can also find us on 

www.twitter/mfwi 
www.facebook.com/pages/Middlesex-Federation-WI/573087366051331 

www.facebook.com/groups/388213284632558 
 

 
Please keep your articles and photos coming in 

and if you have any ideas of what you would 
like to see in your newsletter, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 
 

Magazine Deadline 
To get into the next issue, please make sure 

your copy gets to the Editor Email address in a 
word compatible format to 

newsletter@mfwi.org.uk before the end of the 
month.  Please note that articles received after 

this date will unlikely be included due to 
production time and printing deadlines.   

The cost of the newsletter for 2019 is to be 
confirmed, please speak to your Secretary for 

details.  
(** please note that previous newsletter email 

addresses are no longer being monitored.) 
Every WI is sent an email version to pass onto 

their members at no charge.   
Emailed copies are free of charge and available 

through your Secretary. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
(See separate note on Dabble Day Booking) 

 

Thursday 24th January 
Craft Dabble Day – Green Hearts/Show 

the Love Campaign 
cost £5.00  1030-15:30 at County Office 

 

Saturday 16th February 
Craft Dabble Day – Silk Painting 

cost £8.00 14:30-17:00 at 
Eastcote Community Association 

 

Thursday 21st February 
Craft Dabble Day – Easter Themed 

cost £5.00  1030-15:30 at County Office 
 

Saturday 16th March 
Craft Dabble Day – Dorset Buttons 

cost £8.00  14:30-17:00 at 
Eastcote Community Association 

 

Thursday 28th March 
Craft Dabble Day – Dorset Buttons 

cost £5.00  1030-15:30 at County Office 
 

Monday 15th April 
Annual Council Meeting 

 

Saturday 20th April 
Craft Dabble Day – Needle Felting 

cost £8.00  14:30-17:00 at 
Eastcote Community Association 

 

Thursday 25th April 
Craft Dabble Day – Introduction to 

Smocking 
cost £5.00  10:30-15:30 at County Office 

 

Saturday 18th May 
Craft Dabble Day – Sashiko Sewing 

cost £8.00  14:30-17:00 at 
Eastcote Community Association 

 

Thursday 30th May 
Craft Dabble Day – Decopatch 

cost £5.00  10:30-15:30 at County Office 
 

Saturday 15th June 
Craft Dabble Day – Embossing (dry and 

heat) - Papercraft 
cost £8.00  14:30-17:00 at 

Eastcote Community Association 
 

Thursday 27th June 
Craft Dabble Day – Rag doll  

cost £5.00  10:30-15:30 at County Office 
 

Craft Booking Details: Dabble 
Days and Craft Workshops are 

held at County Office unless 
otherwise stated: 

 
Dabble Days at: 

West Drayton are from 10.30-
3.30 pm, although finish time 

can be earlier, depending on the 
project.  The fee is payable on the 

day. 
 

Dabble Days at: 
Eastcote Community 

Association Hall are from 
14:30-17:00 pm, although finish 

time can be earlier, depending on 
the project.  The fee is payable in 
advance as per workshops noted 

below. 
 

Booking is essential for all 
craft days. 

 
Workshops/Eastcote dates 

are as priced and payable in 
advance by cheque to secure your 

place (Cheques will be cashed 
when confirmation of event is 

taking place).  Bank transfer can 
be arranged, please ask for 

details.  All bookings to go via 
craft@mfwi.org.uk or 

lorrainereed@mfwi.org.uk 
or call 01895 676105 or call/text 

07976 398533 
 

Any cheques required to be sent 
to County Office and made 

payable to  
MFWI Craft Committee or MFCC 

unless stated otherwise. 

200+ CLUB  
The winning share prizes this year will be 

1st Prize £35, 2nd prize £20 and 3rd Prize £15 
(The Spring and autumn draws will be 

enhanced) 

Recent Winners are:- 
Name WI 

Sheila Clifford Southbourne 

Ann Wood Sunbury on 
Thames 

Sue Nicholas Sunbury on 
Thames 

 

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS TO: 
 

London West End 21/02/2006 

Hillingdon 19/02/1919 

Iver Evening 08/02/1962 
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FEDERATION WEEKEND AT DENMAN 16-18 November 
What a lovely weekend, everyone who attended (and there was around 40 of us), had a fabulous time.  Here is a summary of the 

courses from some of the members who attended: 
 

Cheese Making:  Hi, I’m Sarah from Stow Roses WI (Walthamstow) I had a brilliant time on the Middlesex Federation weekender 
making cheese, a lot of cheeeeeeese.  Our course was run by Louise from ‘Cutting the Curd’ and was amazing, Louise took us through 
the principles of how cheese is made, we had only been at Denman a few hours before we made our first cheese which was a soft one 
(philly), half of which was then turned into Boursin by the end of the weekend.  We also made Feta, Mascarpone, Halloumi, Ricotta, 
Parmesan biscuits, Butter, and Mozzarella, if you go on this course in future, which I highly recommend that you do (unless you’re 

vegan) then take A LOT of Tupperware to transport it all home!   Louise was a great teacher, very patient and understanding; she is a 
farmer’s wife and grew up in New Zealand so she knows her stuff.  I think everyone in the other groups were jealous of us as she also 
made us the most delicious Pavlova to use up some egg whites we had left over.  Nothing was wasted, the milk bottles recycled, the 

milk bottle tops to the local hospital for charity, and the whey taken home for the plants in the garden or to turn into homemade 
Baileys.  We had a fantastic time and if you can, please go to Denman - you will make lots of friends, learn new skills or improve 

existing and the accommodation and food is superb.  Thank you to Federation for organising, especially Angela and to everyone who 
joined in for the musical bingo take-over in the lounge.  Sarah Woollard x 

 
Learn how to Draw: Michelle Floyd, who originates from South Africa was an excellent teacher and started to teach us from 

scratch with knowing the different tools of the trade as very few had wielded a pencil before, never mind the differences between 
them, ink, charcoal, pastels and watercolour.  We started with an exercise on observation going on to proportion, scale & tone and 

finally how to sketch landscapes.  To put all this into practice there were a couple of projects and although we started off the same, the 
results were very varied and excellent for total beginners – much better than we all had hoped for.  

 
 

Fitness, Dance & Fun: Our Tutor, Gill Avery is a retired health and fitness trainer and coordinator for West Sussex Adult 
Education and trainer for the Backcare Association. She still teaches exercise, stress management and relaxation plus line dancing so 
well placed to get many members on this course into better shape through dance and exercise.  Everyone was able to exercise at their 
own level, and have fun including using alternative/modified movements by anyone in order to exercise safely and effectively for all 
ages and abilities.  Everyone had a great time, was ready for each meal and certainly slept well each night after a day of working out.   

 
Musical Bingo in the lounge 
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HAYES TOWN WI by Gill Wildman 
 

December meeting brought 38 members together to enjoy a Xmas celebration with a buffet set out on each table whilst being 
entertained by "Bus Pass to Broadway" who are a group of 7 lively pensioners singing & tap dancing.  They started with a circus 
theme and the "strong man" being a sprightly 86 and then onto a Xmas theme where he being "frosty the snowman " ending of 

course us all singing Xmas carols. 
Tea time brought us a tasty cake baked by our member Wendy who also made table decorations; the two birthday girls did the 

honours of cutting it - President Joan Kimber on 21st and new member Angela Lynam, whose birthday is on Christmas Day. 

Many thanks to my helpers Linda, Marion, June, Pat & Jo for coming in early and getting it all to tables �� 

 
January brings a new committee, headed by President Joan Kimber and new Treasurer Sue Standley along with new faces who have 
recently joined bringing fresh ideas.  A big thank you to Viv Beckett (now retired through ill health).  Viv was there from the start of 
HTWI  25 years ago doing many jobs, but most importantly as treasurer.  Viv was always supported by her husband Alan; we hope 

they enjoy their new home and surroundings. 

 
 
 

HILLINGDON WI  
by Christine Newell 

At our November meeting our 
President, Mrs C Callard welcomed 
four visitors and hope that they will 

join us in the New Year, which will be 
our Centenary. 

Christine Newell gave a talk and 
demonstration on how she became 

interested in cooking. She also bought 
along several photo albums of cakes, 
she had made over the last 40 years. 

She showed the members how to 
make a chocolate log and invited 

members to make moulded roses out 
of fondant icing. After a break, 

business was done and the meeting 
ended with the raffle being drawn. 

 

SOUTHBOURNE WI AGM by Brenda Francis 
There were a few members light this evening as there were a lot of illness', but the 

hall still had a buzz as members caught up on various topics. 
As the business was being read Gerry Attias arrived to conduct our voting. 

Shirley read the reports from committee members followed by the treasurer's report 
from Rose. Patricia then addressed the members and then handed over to Gerry to 
take over the voting.  Conducted efficiently after a short talk the voting took place 

and a majority vote put Patricia firmly in the Chair. 
 

The Christmas Craft Table was overflowing with lots of lovely items for sale.  The 
craft group had been very busy, there were beautiful fabric place mats, cards, 

jewellery, knitted items & a selection of pretty boxes. We had a silent auction for 
some items which Sue Cobb handled which Elaine, Jill & Anne had all worked 

together to organise. Full up with friendship & laughter we all set off with tea & 
biscuits and more chatter. Another good evening. 

 

                    

SOUTHBOURNE Xmas Party 
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STANWELL WI by Dianne Butler 
Stanwell had a busy November/December starting with our Annual Meeting in November where the 

Croquet Section presented the Awards to: 
Doubles Trophy    Angela Chessman and Jill Treeves 
Singles Trophy    Jean Rowlerson 
Dots Rose Bowl    Jill Treeves 
Eves Pimms Day    Jill Treeves 
Polesdon Lacey    Mary Newstead 
Gladys Tooke Trophy   Anne Colbourn 
Marjorie Simmons Fun Day  Margaret Eggington 
 

Our Christmas trip was to Waddesdon Manor (National Trust) to their Christmas Market, it was good fun, especially sampling the 
different drinks and cheeses! 

December and our Christmas Party…. We all enjoyed a fantastic meal cooked by our very own Mary Jeffery, Jill Lord and Tracy.  
We then had a disco run by the excellent DJ David Bing, plenty of music to dance to.  Our Drama Queens put on their Fairy Lights 
production of Sleeping Beauty, Angela Chessman produced the best yet, it was hilarious.  We then sang the Stanwell version of 12 
Days of Christmas telling the members what we have planned for our Centenary year in 2019, they finished off with the Stanwell 

Anthem. 
 

Jill Lord organized for Nikki Cussens, President Sunbury Village, to do wreath making and we would like to thank Nikki for her 
patience and help, every wreath was different and we all were extremely pleased with our efforts. Stanwell Croquet Club had a fun 

Christmas meal at Bella Napoli in Laleham where we had a Secret Santa then went on to Cavos Coffee Shop in Laleham for our 
coffees. Thank you Beth Wilding for the marvelous Christmas crackers. 

 

STROUD GREEN December Craft 
We had plenty of Christmas craft, fun, food and music at our last meeting 

of the year as we made fabric wreaths with guidance from the lovely 
Lorraine of Middlesex Federation WI.  A fabulous range of different 

wreaths produced and now adding festive cheer in the neighbourhood! 

 

SUNBURY ON THAMES by Sue Nicholas 
After telling us about his long career in antiques and 
interesting stories, Antiques valuer, Michael Laikin 

valued some prized possessions brought in by 
members. 

These included a Lalique perfume bottle, antique 
wine glass and Moorcroft bowl. 
The meeting was enjoyed by all. 
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 SIMPLY, HAVING A WONDERFUL CHRISTMASTIME
AT HALLIFORD WI 

The festivities began with our Christmas Music Hall, where cast and audience alike dressed in hats and costumes 
appropriate to the occasion, and sang along to many old
Ceremonies, our members performed a veritable cornucopia of dances, popular songs, comedy and poetry along with a number 
of speciality acts, but despite both Second Hand Rose and Burlington Bertie putting in an appearance; the Fabulous Fairies st
the show!  Each sporting a wand and frilly tu
together for the chorus “Every little girl would like to be, the Fairy on the Christmas tree”.

 
Home-baked treats were provided by member

small bag of chocolates, and a smile on their face.  Thanks to all involved for all their hard work in preparing, rehearsing 
performing for us. 

 
Continuing the celebrations, our Christmas lunch was held, as last year, at the Bell Inn

attendance of around 30, we enjoyed a fantastic three
attentive staff in the cosy, atmosphere of a trad
and make merry and reflect on the shared memories of the year.  Here’s 

HAYES AND UXBRIDGE ANNUAL MEETING by Jan Heavens Uxbridge Afternoon WI

On the 10th of July the Hayes and Uxbridge Group held their annual meeting in Watts Hall,
by the Uxbridge Afternoon WI, their Committee organised an enjoyable afternoon and thankfully the weather arranged a much 

cooler day after the intense heat of previous days. Sarah Endersby chaired the meeting, she delivered the Chairman’s Address,
the notices and judged the Cake C

The speaker Bob Crocker detailed the role of the Community First Responder. We learnt that these important people, who are no
Doctors or Paramedics, arrive at medical emergencies before the professionals t

After the refreshments we were wonderfully entertained by the singing of Voices in Accord.

Uxbridge WI had also organised a table of memories/mementoes to remember the centenary of the ending of World 
was also the theme of the Cake Competition; the cakes in the competition were very imaginative. The winner represented Iver W

(see picture for the winning cake). Sarah presented her with the winner’s candlesticks.
At the end of the meeting Sarah herself was presented with a beautiful flower arrangement, done by Uxbridge’s Doreen Clarke. 

Voices in Accord then led us all in the singing of the National Anthem.

 

necessary to help with the environment 
dvertised 

SIMPLY, HAVING A WONDERFUL CHRISTMASTIME
AT HALLIFORD WI - by Sylvia Whitman 

 

      
 
 
 

The festivities began with our Christmas Music Hall, where cast and audience alike dressed in hats and costumes 
appropriate to the occasion, and sang along to many old-tyme favourites. Under the Direction of Dallas, our Master of 
Ceremonies, our members performed a veritable cornucopia of dances, popular songs, comedy and poetry along with a number 
of speciality acts, but despite both Second Hand Rose and Burlington Bertie putting in an appearance; the Fabulous Fairies st

ow!  Each sporting a wand and frilly tu-tu they serenaded us with their particular individual physiognomies and joined 
together for the chorus “Every little girl would like to be, the Fairy on the Christmas tree”. 

baked treats were provided by members before the performance and a raffle followed.  Each member left with a 
small bag of chocolates, and a smile on their face.  Thanks to all involved for all their hard work in preparing, rehearsing 

Christmas lunch was held, as last year, at the Bell Inn, Shepperton.  With a good 
attendance of around 30, we enjoyed a fantastic three-course meal of choice, beautifully prepared and served by friendly and 
attentive staff in the cosy, atmosphere of a traditional local pub.  It was a great opportunity to exchange Christmas wishes, chat 
and make merry and reflect on the shared memories of the year.  Here’s to 2019 

HAYES AND UXBRIDGE ANNUAL MEETING by Jan Heavens Uxbridge Afternoon WI
 

of July the Hayes and Uxbridge Group held their annual meeting in Watts Hall, Uxbridge. This year’s meeting was 
I, their Committee organised an enjoyable afternoon and thankfully the weather arranged a much 

cooler day after the intense heat of previous days. Sarah Endersby chaired the meeting, she delivered the Chairman’s Address,
the notices and judged the Cake Competition. 

 
The speaker Bob Crocker detailed the role of the Community First Responder. We learnt that these important people, who are no
Doctors or Paramedics, arrive at medical emergencies before the professionals to give immediate relief, often in the form of C.P.R. 

After the refreshments we were wonderfully entertained by the singing of Voices in Accord.
 

Uxbridge WI had also organised a table of memories/mementoes to remember the centenary of the ending of World 
was also the theme of the Cake Competition; the cakes in the competition were very imaginative. The winner represented Iver W

(see picture for the winning cake). Sarah presented her with the winner’s candlesticks.
arah herself was presented with a beautiful flower arrangement, done by Uxbridge’s Doreen Clarke. 
Voices in Accord then led us all in the singing of the National Anthem.
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SIMPLY, HAVING A WONDERFUL CHRISTMASTIME  

 

The festivities began with our Christmas Music Hall, where cast and audience alike dressed in hats and costumes 
Under the Direction of Dallas, our Master of 

Ceremonies, our members performed a veritable cornucopia of dances, popular songs, comedy and poetry along with a number 
of speciality acts, but despite both Second Hand Rose and Burlington Bertie putting in an appearance; the Fabulous Fairies stole 

tu they serenaded us with their particular individual physiognomies and joined 

s before the performance and a raffle followed.  Each member left with a 
small bag of chocolates, and a smile on their face.  Thanks to all involved for all their hard work in preparing, rehearsing and 

Shepperton.  With a good 
course meal of choice, beautifully prepared and served by friendly and 

itional local pub.  It was a great opportunity to exchange Christmas wishes, chat 

HAYES AND UXBRIDGE ANNUAL MEETING by Jan Heavens Uxbridge Afternoon WI 

Uxbridge. This year’s meeting was hosted 
I, their Committee organised an enjoyable afternoon and thankfully the weather arranged a much 

cooler day after the intense heat of previous days. Sarah Endersby chaired the meeting, she delivered the Chairman’s Address, gave 

The speaker Bob Crocker detailed the role of the Community First Responder. We learnt that these important people, who are not 
o give immediate relief, often in the form of C.P.R. 

After the refreshments we were wonderfully entertained by the singing of Voices in Accord. 

Uxbridge WI had also organised a table of memories/mementoes to remember the centenary of the ending of World War One. This 
was also the theme of the Cake Competition; the cakes in the competition were very imaginative. The winner represented Iver WI 

(see picture for the winning cake). Sarah presented her with the winner’s candlesticks. 
arah herself was presented with a beautiful flower arrangement, done by Uxbridge’s Doreen Clarke. 
Voices in Accord then led us all in the singing of the National Anthem. 
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NORTH WEST LONDON WI  
 A taste of the Caribbean by Louise Dryden 

 
Ansel Wong gave us a fascinating insight into the development of the Notting Hill Carnival. 

Whilst we are familiar with it as our ‘local’ carnival, it is now the largest carnival in the world. Growing from a couple of 
hundred participants and spectators, it now welcomes hundreds of thousands of visitors, with the two-day event attracting 

people from across the country. Taking the Trinidadian tradition as its model, in 1964 it began as a small neighbourhood event 
enlivening the August Bank holiday and celebrating the wonderful diversity, heritage, and traditions of the local Caribbean 

community. 
 

Whilst a number of our WI members have attended this vibrant carnival as spectators, it was really interesting to learn how 
much work goes into its organisation. Year-long strategic planning includes agreeing on themes, the making of lavish 

costumes, and decisions relating to musicians, dancers and the licensing and positioning of food and drink stalls.  Ansel 
explained that the giant music systems are set up in the central area, with the fabulous parade of dancers and carnival floats 
moving in a larger outer-circle. The organisers work very closely with Westminster Council and the police to ensure that the 

experience is a safe and happy one for the crowds. 
Ansel said that with the 2018 event just a couple of weeks away, they are already planning for 2019! 

 

 
 

WEST DRAYTON WI by Sandra Martin 
 

On the 20th September, we members of the West Drayton WI were given a very interesting and informative talk on Computer 
Safety and the jargon used whilst talking about them.  The talk was given by two members of the WI, our own Yve McBride and 
Jules Hall, Middlesex Federation Digital Team Leader.  The ladies introduced themselves and are part of the IT team willing to 

help us all to upgrade our skills on our computers.  Jules explained about the WI websites.  The National one ‘thewi.org.uk’ and the 
Middlesex Federation one ‘mfwi.org.uk’ they are both open to the public but ‘MyWI’ is only accessible to WI members.  On 

applying to access it, the website recognises ones email and sends the applicant a password. 
 

The Middlesex, mfwi.org.uk advertises any local events e.g. Officer Training days, Dabble Days and information on Denman.  It 
also informed us of the open day at the on 20th October to be held at the county office in West Drayton.  I personally found the 

explanation of the difference in the websites very interesting as not having ever accessed one I was a bit confused about which to 
use.  I shall now confidently apply for my password and start to keep up to date with my local area. 

 
At this point Yve took over the talk, stressing that we could ask questions at any time so that we understood what she was telling us 

about.  Do you know your spam from your cookies, (and I am not talking tins or chocolate chip)? if not book these ladies to help 
you out.  Yve also explained the way our computer can make life a little easier for us by web browsing for information, e.g. a train 
timetable, opening hours, what’s on at the cinema, live video calling to keep in touch with family or friends, online shopping, the 

list is endless and when you have done all that you can relax with a game or jigsaw!! 
 

Yve also explained how our computers could be adapted to our own individual needs with screen magnification and mouse speed 
to name but two.  Yve also explained what we would need to be able to go online, the different search engines and the laws that 

govern them, how to stay safe online especially when shopping.  It was emphasised the need to protect ones passwords and advised 
how to do it.  A thing that was stressed was the importance of emails being personal to you.  This tip is important as we send emails 

to other members always use the bcc: (blind carbon copy) as it now breaches the data protection laws to share people’s addresses 
without their permission. 

 
Yve gave us a lot of information on how to keep our computers fit and healthy and working at their best.  Defragging, which sounds 

painful, cleaning the system up and also removing cookies, (we are all good at making those disappear!), she also explained the 
different MS Office applications and how they are used, which application suits which need.  I also found it good to have, ‘The 

Jargon’ explained, some like WIFI we use all the time but Bluetooth, Buffer, etc I was vague about and breadcrumbs and Easter 
eggs were just a mystery up until now. 

 
Your digital team wants to know what YOU would like to learn about. It wants to know what future sessions would interest you and 
how they can be of help at their Digital Dabble Days, Seriously, I have worked with computers for a long time at home, at work but 

I really felt that ‘Going Back To Basics’ to pinch some politician’s line, really has personally done me a lot of good, I can’t wait to 
defrag my computer, experiment with Office and sign up for some of the training sessions. 

 
A big thank you to Jules and Yve for a very interesting and informative afternoon, I think that us ladies at West Drayton would 

recommend that you invite them along to one of your sessions and get your interest in that infuriating thing called your computer 
stimulated and SHOW IT WHO IS THE BOSS! 
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SUNBURY VILLAGE WI 
Visit Denman College by Nikky Cussen 

                
 

As planned, the coach picked us all up bright and early on Monday 18th November. We boarded the fun bus and nattered our way to 
Oxfordshire……and before we knew it the time was 10am and we were pulling up in front of the Georgian mansion that is Denman.  

Denman is the WI’s own College which was founded 70 years ago by our NFWI for members to learn new skills. 
 

We were met by our volunteer guide for the day – Diane. She rounded us up and directed us to the Day School where we were given 
coffee and shortcake; this was to be the first of much refreshment sampled throughout the day! 

 
Part of our “taster day” was for a floral demonstration by one of the tutors, Anna Steven.  What a fantastic demo we were treated to!  
Anna made a total of eight different floral arrangements using a variety of pots and flowers. She had us all enthralled, giving us tips 
and inspiration.  The added bonus was that all the arrangements were then raffled off and 4 of our lovely ladies won them to take 

home. 
 

After our busy morning it was then time for a spot of lunch! There was plenty of choice, Shepherd’s pie, vegetable tagine, jacket 
potatoes, and numerous salads to mention just a few!  Washed down with a glass of wine and then topped off with Apple cobbler and 

custard……….. After lunch Diane took us on a tour of the grounds, house and a few of the bedrooms……….. We were able to have a 
little look at a few of the lovely rooms that you can stay in if you are on a residential course.  Most of the rooms are sponsored and 

decorated by WI Federations.  So of course being part of Middlesex we HAD to have a sneaky peak at the Middlesex room. Bed 
looked comfy and decorated very nicely……….. Not bad at all!!!  

 
Our tour also took in rooms in the main house which included a couple of 3 berth bedrooms, what a hoot if you came as a group – it 

would be Malory Towers and giggling all night!!! 
 

Our day was rounded off with more food!! Afternoon tea with homemade scones, jam & cream. Honestly I thought I would need to 
be hoisted back onto the coach, we had been treated to so much lovely food……………. Finally we then had time for a quick stop at the 

gift shop and the “Faberdashery” which is where you can buy fabric, wool, cottons, paper, craft tools at a muchly reduced prices – 
proceeds of which all is donated to Denman upkeep. 

 
It was then time to say goodbye and board the bus back to Sunbury.  It was lovely day had by all of us and such a great idea to do a 

visit to see exactly what Denman is all about and has to offer…. Maybe next year we will do it again.   
 

Two of us have already booked a weekend course “The New Wave WI” course….. including Silver Clay Jewellery, Drums for fun, Tai 
Chi, Chocolate making and Calligraphy and probably a lot of meals & wine if our day trip has anything to go by…………… 
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ASHFORD WI, Spring 
Ashford WI began March with a meeting guaranteed to lift the spirits in the darkest weather. 

Frances Fry entertained us with stories of the musicals which inspired her to train for and 
pursue a career on the stage. She interspersed her stories with songs from some of her 

shows. We were invited to join in and despite not having singing voices like Frances, we sang 
with enthusiasm and ended the evening feeling the glow that comes from raising voices in song.
Angela Chessman, Denman ambassador, came to talk to us ab

different bursaries which are available. She was happy to answer questions and chat about 
courses.

Our committee leapt into action to avert a disaster when our April speaker went down with flu. 
A flurry of emails and Steve Robbins was booked to entertain us with his keyboard and stories 
of his journey with music. Our meeting was a jolly sing along and the usual busy evening.
May meeting was again a change of plan. This time because the mental health resolution was 
adopted we felt that it didn’t need further discussion and so our committee secured a speaker 
for the evening. Julie Bevan gave us a talk ‘Experiences as a Sub Lieutenant in the Royal Navy 
Reserves’. Her talk was dynamic, very entertaining and apposite; giving u

what life can be like for a career woman in today’s forces. I’m sure that some of our, particularly 
older, members were reflecting back, in this centenary of some women getting the vote, on the 
different opportunities available to women of the younger generation. She described many of 
her experiences including running training courses for girls in different aspects of Naval life. 

Members were very positive about how they enjoyed her talk.

Our lunch group took the opportunity to soak u
Monday after the wedding and enjoyed a great lunch.

The June meeting’s speaker regaled us with her tales of what it’s like to take part in a game 
show.

On the 24th May Uxbridge WI had a red,
colours and they rose to the occasion with glamour. The room was decorated with bunting and even the cake stand 

followed the theme. Quizzes based on knowledge of the Royal Family were also
Violet,

The afternoon ended with a rousing rendition of the National Anthem.

SUNBURY ON THAMES WI by Darryl Coggins
We had a truly fascinating talk on Falconry by Alan Greenhalgh at our May meeting. He brought with him a 

kookaburra, Tawny Owl, Kestral, Great Grey and Harris Hawk to name but a few. He spoke about their natural 
habitat and their diet and explained how they hunt their pr

 

necessary to help with the environment 
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ASHFORD WI, Spring 2018 by Helen Beecham 
March with a meeting guaranteed to lift the spirits in the darkest weather. 

Frances Fry entertained us with stories of the musicals which inspired her to train for and 
pursue a career on the stage. She interspersed her stories with songs from some of her favourite 

shows. We were invited to join in and despite not having singing voices like Frances, we sang 
with enthusiasm and ended the evening feeling the glow that comes from raising voices in song. 
Angela Chessman, Denman ambassador, came to talk to us about Denman, its courses and the 

different bursaries which are available. She was happy to answer questions and chat about 
courses. 

 
Our committee leapt into action to avert a disaster when our April speaker went down with flu. 

Robbins was booked to entertain us with his keyboard and stories 
of his journey with music. Our meeting was a jolly sing along and the usual busy evening. Our 
May meeting was again a change of plan. This time because the mental health resolution was 

d we felt that it didn’t need further discussion and so our committee secured a speaker 
for the evening. Julie Bevan gave us a talk ‘Experiences as a Sub Lieutenant in the Royal Navy 
Reserves’. Her talk was dynamic, very entertaining and apposite; giving us a real insight into 

what life can be like for a career woman in today’s forces. I’m sure that some of our, particularly 
older, members were reflecting back, in this centenary of some women getting the vote, on the 

en of the younger generation. She described many of 
her experiences including running training courses for girls in different aspects of Naval life. 

Members were very positive about how they enjoyed her talk. 
 

Our lunch group took the opportunity to soak up the festive atmosphere in Windsor on the 
Monday after the wedding and enjoyed a great lunch. 

 
The June meeting’s speaker regaled us with her tales of what it’s like to take part in a game 

show. 

UXBRIDGE WI by Jan Heavens 
May Uxbridge WI had a red, white and blue themed afternoon. The members were asked to dress in the three 

colours and they rose to the occasion with glamour. The room was decorated with bunting and even the cake stand 
followed the theme. Quizzes based on knowledge of the Royal Family were also enjoyed, including a very good one set by 

Violet, a 13 year old friend of Julia Smith (The President).  
The afternoon ended with a rousing rendition of the National Anthem.

 

SUNBURY ON THAMES WI by Darryl Coggins 
fascinating talk on Falconry by Alan Greenhalgh at our May meeting. He brought with him a 

kookaburra, Tawny Owl, Kestral, Great Grey and Harris Hawk to name but a few. He spoke about their natural 
habitat and their diet and explained how they hunt their prey in the wild. We all took lots of photos and it will be a 

meeting we won't forget in a hurry. 
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blue themed afternoon. The members were asked to dress in the three 
colours and they rose to the occasion with glamour. The room was decorated with bunting and even the cake stand 

enjoyed, including a very good one set by 

The afternoon ended with a rousing rendition of the National Anthem. 

fascinating talk on Falconry by Alan Greenhalgh at our May meeting. He brought with him a 
kookaburra, Tawny Owl, Kestral, Great Grey and Harris Hawk to name but a few. He spoke about their natural 

ey in the wild. We all took lots of photos and it will be a 
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HAYES TOWN WI, 25th Anniversary by Gill Wildman 
The party was started with a tasty salad lunch and dessert, all plated on original dishes bought 25 years ago, they may be pretty 

melamine ones but have done their job through the years. 
 

Our local singing policeman Ashley was our entertainment for the afternoon, with his brand of humour & rocknroll taking us 
through our youth of the 60/70s! 

 
During a break we had a "toast and cut the cake" by 3 of the original members Margaret, Doris & Wyn along with the now President 

Joan doing the honours. 
 

   Margaret then gave us an interesting insight to the beginnings, they were recruiting in Sainsbury 1993, there wasn't enough at first 
call, later got 8 women interested, enough to form a committee with Heather, Mary, & Viv being one of them & has served on 

committee ever since, but was unable to be with us. They toyed with a name and as Fairey Aviation opposite the meeting 
place "Hayes Town Fairies" was bandied - OMG !!  It would be fine these days amongst some of the other fanciful WI names which 

are around now.  Margaret told us that there was a local WI during the war and we have their original tablecloth with "Home & 
Country" emblem embroidered on it which comes out each meeting. 

 
 I would like to thank my main helpers Linda & Pat for doing a wonderful job plating up and laying tables ably aided by June & 

Penny, which contributed to a wonderful afternoon.  

 After digging up all the photos and collages on my iPad from the last 8yrs �� and getting all 22 collages printed with the help of 
Sonia, I would like to thank Marion for doing a wonderful job of putting them on display around the hall and they are now being put 

into a "Memory Book" for all to see at the next meeting. 
 

   
 

   


