
 

 

Public Affairs Digest 

Issue 36: March 2019  

Dear Member, 

 

Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI 

campaigning news, delivered directly to your inbox. 

  

If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct them to 

the campaigns area of the website to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest.  

 

 

 

 

Let’s go further and faster to protect our planet. Join us in Westminster on 26 June from 1pm 
to 4.30pm to speak to your MP about protecting the climate and environment. 

Organised by the Climate Coalition, the mass lobby outside parliament is part of Speak Up Week. 
It aims to highlight the breadth of people who care about leaving a legacy that we can be proud of 
for future generations. 

We are the last generation that can realistically limit warming to climate-safe levels. The onus is 
on our MPs to take a lead in ensuring the UK remains at the front of global efforts to reduce 
emissions and pollution. Politicians will only increase their ambition if they see that we care. 
They will act if their constituents tell them they want change. 

We will be joined by a coalition of organisations that represent millions of people across the UK. 
From surfers to scientists, bird watchers to doctors, everyone has a stake in the state of our 
environment. To get involved or if you would like to join us, please register your interest here.  

Food Matters: Get in Touch  

Have you organised a Great Food Debate as part of the NFWI’s Food 

Matters campaign? Or are you involved with your local food bank or 

other local food aid organisation? If so, please contact the Public 

Affairs team at pa@nfwi.org.uk. We are collating case studies and 

would love to hear from you.  

Take part in the Great Get Together 

This year, the Great Get Together will be taking place between 21st and 
23rd June. To help you organise your event or activity, the NFWI has 

teamed up with the Jo Cox Foundation to develop a digital toolkit. To 
sign up to receive it, click here.  

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/public-affairs-digest-newsletter
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/news-and-events/mass-environment-lobby
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
http://thewi.org.uk/s/greatgettogether


 

 

Join our postcard action to push clothing brands to tackle microplastic 
pollution. 

The NFWI is calling for solutions from Government and industry to tackle the problem of microplastic 
fibres from entering the marine environment (released when synthetic clothing is washed). We are 
calling for engagement from retailers to recognise the role their businesses play in polluting the 
environment. We are also asking them to join current industry efforts to ensure it is a part of their 
sustainability agenda.  
 
The microfiber consortium represents clothing brands who have come together to address and align 
on the emerging need for a better understanding of microplastic fibre pollution. Members of the 
Consortium include M&S, Primark, The North Face, Next and ASOS. For the full list of members 
please click here.  
 
Clothing brands who have yet to joing the Consortium include; Debenhams, Tesco, Karen Millen, 
H&M, The Arcadia Group (Topshop, Miss Selfridge and Dorothy Perkins), New Look and many more. 
We want to highlight the breadth of WI members who would like to see action on this issue; retailers 
will only listen if you show them you care!  

1. Use the NFWI’s postcard and write to a clothing retailer, asking them what they are doing 
to tackle the issue of microplastic fibres. Please ensure that it is directed at a national 
retailer.  

2. Send the card back to NFWI to collate. 
3. We will use the postcards to highlight to retailers the number of consumers concerned 

about this issue and ask them what they are doing about it. 

Multiple copies of the postcard can be ordered from NFWI. You can email us at pa@nfwi.org.uk or 
call us on 020 7371 9300 ext. 238. 

 

  

 

 

We have printer-friendly versions of the digest available. Please get in touch with public 
affairs if you would like a copy. Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign 
up to receive this monthly digest.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

http://www.microfibreconsortium.com/members
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk


The NFWI Public Affairs team. 
pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext.238 
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