
1 
 

Public Affairs Digest 

Issue 39: July/August 2019 

Dear Member, 
 

Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI campaigning news, 
delivered directly to your inbox. 
  
If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct them to the 
campaigns area of the website to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest.  

Thank you to members who were part of 

The Time is Now lobby! 

 

We know that over 380 MPs were lobbied on the day, and 12,000 people attended - making it the 

largest environmental lobby in recent memory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 200 WI members pictured in front of Westminster, displaying a 5 metre climate scarf which 

highlights the UK’s rising temperature. You can make your own, smaller version (see web link 1). 

You can view a selection of WI images and highlights from the day on our Facebook page [see web link 

2] and on My WI [see web link 3].  

  

The Climate Coalition is adding the names of MPs who were lobbied on 26th June to their website, 

you can view this [see web link 4]. If you met your MP on the day, but can't see them on this list, 

please let us know and we can update the page.  

 

We would really appreciate your feedback via our online survey. It should only take 5 minutes to 

complete! We will use your feedback to evaluate how successful the day was and how we can improve 

our resources if we take part in a lobby like this again. You don’t have to have met your MP to take 

part in the survey. Complete it [see web link 5].   

 

We need to ensure that the lobby wasn't a standalone moment and that our MPs feel that same energy 

and passion all year round.  

 

Remember to invite your MP to your next WI public event and ask them questions about what they 

are doing to protect the environment. MPs need to see that their constituents care about these 

issues! Use our 'key talking points' document to speak to your MP about what we are calling for.  

 

For any advice or guidance on how to take the next step with your MP, please do get in touch. 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/public-affairs-digest-newsletter
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/12c364e0cbf80b0c7b9230f33/files/80227f29-5083-4ac5-8e7a-8753ea968c5c/Key_talking_points.pdf
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This Organ Donation Week, which takes place between 2nd and 8th September, 

we’re encouraging members to promote the change in the law around organ 

donation in England. 

 

From spring 2020, England will move from an ‘opt-in’ to an ‘opt-out’ system for 

organ donation, meaning that unless a decision not to donate has been recorded 

or you are in one of the excluded groups, all adults will be considered potential 

donors. 

 

Even though the system is changing, the message of our Time to Talk about Organ Donation campaign 

is still just as important – please share your wishes, whatever you decide, with family and friends. To 

help raise awareness of the changes that will be coming into effect, why not invite an expert speaker 

from an organisation such as NHS Blood and Transplant to come and speak to members at one of 

your meetings? 

  

For more information about the change to organ donation law in England, visit the link on the last 

page. Find out more about the WI’s Time to Talk about Organ Donation campaign visit the link on the 

last page.  

Share your views and experiences of local bus services 

We want to hear about your experiences of local bus services. Perhaps you have 
lost a service-what was the impact? Or have you campaigned successfully to save 

your local service? Has your community worked together to find new ways to make bus services 
sustainable? Please get in touch to share your views and experiences at pa@nfwi.org.uk. Your views 
and experiences will be used to inform planning for the campaign and any NFWI research on bus 
services. 

 

Share your cervical screening story with us  
  
To raise awareness of the importance of attending cervical screening, we would love 

to hear why this issue is important to you. In support of the mandate, stories that are 
shared with us may be used to promote cervical screening in NFWI Public Affairs resources, WI Life, 

and on our social media channels. You can of course remain anonymous if you wish to. To get in 
touch, please email us at pa@nfwi.org.uk 

 

Take part in NFWI research  

As part of our Make Time for Mental Health campaign, we have launched a short 

survey to find out what members think of NHS mental health care. 

You don’t need to have had personal mental health concerns to take part. It also 

includes questions around any experiences you may have had caring for a friend or 

family member with mental health problems, as well as how your WI is supporting 

members with their mental wellbeing. 

It only takes 5 to 10 minutes to complete, and you will not be identifiable in any way from your 

responses. To take part visit the link on the last page.  

 

To raise awareness about single use plastics, Handside WI, Hertfordshire Federation 

have created the display above, Polly Ester, and have presented her at their local 

library. The display, table-cloth and bunting were all made from single use plastics. 

mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
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Teignmouth WI, Devon Federation have put together the 

above exhibit as part of their submission to the annual 

TRAIL (Teignmouth Recycled Art in the Landscape). This 

year their entry comprises of recycled ironing boards and 

various laundry items to highlight the way we buy, launder 

and dispose of our clothes and how this contributes to the 

pollution of our oceans. Their ‘Iron Maidens’ each come 

with her own message to 'Refuse, Reuse, Recycle, Repurpose, 

and Reduce'. 

 

Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign up to receive this monthly digest.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

The NFWI Public Affairs team. 

pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext.238 

 

WEB LINKS FROM THE DOCUMENT 

Please press CTRL on your keyboard and click on the link to be taken directly to the webpage or copy 

and paste the link into your web browser.  

Make your own scarf: https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/craft/project-

library/knitting-and-crochet/make-your-own-climate-scarf!  

Facebook Mass Lobby: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/thewi/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156494259901139

&ref=page_internal  

My WI Mass Lobby: https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-

actions/the-time-is-now-mass-lobby-roundup  

Climate Coalition: http://www.theclimatecoalition.org/thetimeisnow/wasmympthere  

Mass Lobby Survey: http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KLB35GP  

Key Talking Points: 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/12c364e0cbf80b0c7b9230f33/files/80227f29-5083-4ac5-

8e7a-8753ea968c5c/Key_talking_points.pdf  

Change to organ donation law in England: https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk  

The WI’s Time to Talk about Organ Donation campaign: 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/time-to-talk-

about-organ-donation  

NFWI Mental Health Research Survey: https://thewi.org.uk/s/mentalhealthsurvey  

mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/craft/project-library/knitting-and-crochet/make-your-own-climate-scarf
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/craft/project-library/knitting-and-crochet/make-your-own-climate-scarf
https://www.facebook.com/pg/thewi/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156494259901139&ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/thewi/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156494259901139&ref=page_internal
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-actions/the-time-is-now-mass-lobby-roundup
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-actions/the-time-is-now-mass-lobby-roundup
http://www.theclimatecoalition.org/thetimeisnow/wasmympthere
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KLB35GP
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/12c364e0cbf80b0c7b9230f33/files/80227f29-5083-4ac5-8e7a-8753ea968c5c/Key_talking_points.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/12c364e0cbf80b0c7b9230f33/files/80227f29-5083-4ac5-8e7a-8753ea968c5c/Key_talking_points.pdf
https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/time-to-talk-about-organ-donation
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/time-to-talk-about-organ-donation
https://thewi.org.uk/s/mentalhealthsurvey

