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Public Affairs Digest 

Issue 40: October & November 2019 

Dear Member, 
 

Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI 
campaigning news, delivered directly to your inbox. 
  
If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct them to 
the campaigns area of the website to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest.  

Resolution Shortlist for the 2020 Annual Meeting 

1.         A call to increase potential stem cell donor registration 

There is an urgent need to increase the number of people registered on the aligned UK stem 

cell registry in order to provide potentially life-saving treatment to people of all ages with 

certain blood cancers. We call on all WI members to promote registration to the database to 

avoid people dying whilst waiting for a match. 

 

2.         Female crash test dummies 

Women are significantly more likely to die, or be seriously injured, in car crashes than men. 

The WI calls on the government to mandate equitable testing with female crash test 

dummies to that of male dummies in regulatory vehicle safety tests; and for consumer 

organisations, such as EuroNCAP, to include a gendered breakdown in their published 

results. 

 

3.         End modern slavery 

There are tens of thousands of victims of modern slavery hiding in plain sight in the 

UK.  Modern slavery has severe consequences for the health and mental wellbeing of 

survivors.  The NFWI calls on Government to protect victims of modern slavery in the first 

instance and deliver longer term support to help them rebuild their lives. We call on our 

members to raise awareness of the prevalence of modern slavery throughout society and to 

campaign to defeat it. 

 

4.         Time to talk about death and dying 

64% of people in the UK think that we do not talk enough about death in this country, yet 

these conversations can be really helpful in enabling people to receive the end of life care 

they would want. In order to demystify a natural part of life, and support more people to 

share their wishes, the NFWI calls upon members to encourage open discussions about 

death and dying. 

 

5.         Protect our precious helium 

Helium is a precious resource that is widely used in healthcare, medical and scientific 

research, but it is non-renewable and in short supply. The NFWI calls on WI members to 

help raise awareness of the need to conserve helium, and on government and industry to 

work together to ensure it is used responsibly, and to support innovative research that could 

address the shortage such as reducing use or improving capture and recycling. 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/public-affairs-digest-newsletter
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Your individual selection slip will appear in the November issue of WI Life. Briefing notes, 

PowerPoint presentations and quizzes are available on My WI and the WI website.  

 

40 WI members and their plus ones attended the NFWI-

TRAID Fixing Fast Fashion event in London on the 19th of 

October. Attendees heard from Andrea at the clothing 

charity TRAID, about the impacts of fast fashion on our 

environments, the NFWI’s End Plastic Soup campaign, 

and took part in a repair café run by NFWI Craft 

Consultant, Jane Bolsover where they learnt repair skills, 

or made a reusable drawstring bag. Attendees also made 

pledges on our t-shirt pledge board, and had the 

opportunity to take part in a clothing ‘swish’ rail, swapping 

their unwanted clothes for a second-hand item of clothing. 

 

Following the success of the event, the Public Affairs team 

have received requests from members who would like to 

organise a similar event in their local communities. The Public Affairs team will be producing a 

handy toolkit for members who would like to put on an event in their area with tips and guidance. 

If you would like to be sent a toolkit, please contact pa@nfwi.org.uk.  

 

World Kindness Day is coming up on Wednesday 13 November! We 

have a few small ideas of how you and your WI could get involved. 

 Invite a neighbour or friend to attend an upcoming WI meeting 
 Reach out to a member who you haven’t seen for a while 
 Visit My WI to find the instructions to make this paper pocket 

folder for a friend – you can fill each pocket with photos of shared 
memories and trinkets: Click here.    

 Join the UWI Pen Pal Exchange programme, started by WI member Valerie Hughes 
to connect with someone via handwritten letters: Click here.   

 If you already have plans for World Kindness Day, let us know by emailing pa@nfwi.org.uk  

Take part in the 16 days of activism against gender-based 

violence, from 25th November to 10th December 2019 to tackle 

violence against women. You can:  

 Produce care packages in your WI to give to your local 
refuge centre.  

 Hold a bake sale or fundraising event and give the proceeds to your local refuge 
centre.  

 Arrange a candlelight vigil in your local area.  
 Volunteer at your local women's refuge.  
 Take part in White Ribbon Day on 25th November.  
 Write a letter to your MP. For more information click here.  

NFWI will also be taking part in the Million Women Rise march on 7th March 2020. 
To register your interest click here.   

mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/craft/project-library/papercraft/paper-pocket-folder
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UWIPenpalExchange/
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence/million-women-rise-march


3 
 

 

Show the Love  

On Valentine’s Day 2020, the Public Affairs team would like members to 

‘Show the Love’ and start a conversation about climate change. 

 

The NFWI and The Climate Coalition have produced a community pack full 

of inspiring ideas and things to do. If you would like a community pack, 

please register here. 

Mental Health Videos 

On World Mental Health day (10 October 2019) the NFWI lanched the 

first in a series of short education films as part of the Make Time for 

Mental Health campaign.  

 

Each video is accompanied by a guide that includes suggested points 

for discussion and a timed agenda.  To download the first video and to 

find out more click here. Three other videos will follow - they will be made available over the 

coming weeks.  

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Evans from Shropshire Federation made a 10ft tall green 

women called Verity to support the Show the Love campaign. 

Verity is made out of an old spherical lampshade, papier mache, 

scavenged bubble wrap, plastic bags, waste polystyrene, pvc 

trunking, a tent pole, some artificial ivy and some old living room 

curtains! 

 

 

Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign up to receive this monthly 

digest.  

 

Kind regards 

 

The NFWI Public Affairs team. 

pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext.238 

  

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/Climate-Change/show-the-love-sign-up-form
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/current-campaigns/make-time-for-mental-health
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
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Web Links: 

1. Visit My WI to find the instructions to make this paper pocket folder for a friend 

– you can fill each pocket with photos of shared memories and trinkets: 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/craft/project-library/papercraft/paper-pocket-folder  

2. UWI Penpal exchange: https://www.facebook.com/groups/UWIPenpalExchange/ 

3. No More Violence further information: 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-

violence 

4. Million women rise march: https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-

and-initiatives/no-more-violence/million-women-rise-march 

5. Show the Love: https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-

initiatives/Climate-Change/show-the-love-sign-up-form 

6. Mental Health videos: https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-

campaigns/current-campaigns/make-time-for-mental-health 

 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/craft/project-library/papercraft/paper-pocket-folder
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UWIPenpalExchange/
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence/million-women-rise-march
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence/million-women-rise-march
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/Climate-Change/show-the-love-sign-up-form
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/Climate-Change/show-the-love-sign-up-form
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/current-campaigns/make-time-for-mental-health
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/current-campaigns/make-time-for-mental-health

