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It’s a bit of a sad time for us at County Office this month as 

we need to say au revoir to Jules Hall. Jules, our Digital 

Guru, is moving house to pastures new. I am sure you will 

join me in wishing Jules and her husband well in their new 

home. Once settled, we trust she will find a new WI to enjoy. 

As you know, Jules has been instrumental in implementing 

SharePoint within MFWI, and for that we are truly grateful 

for her hard work.  

Thankfully, we welcome Yve McBride (pictured above right 

with Jules) stepping into the role and we look forward to 

continuing our journey with technology in the future. 

I am so looking forward to the MFWI Denman Designer Day 

on 20th February and meeting some of you there, its always 

nice to learn something new and have fun at the same time. 

Regards, 

Lorraine x 

 
Since talking to you last, I am 

wondering how your personal 

New Year’s Resolutions are going, 

if you made any at all, that is ….. I 

failed at the first hurdle and 

although my dessert intake has 

gone to zero, the alcohol 

consumption is lower but not 

eliminated! I need to put a plan of action in place to take off 

the extra pound or two gained over the festive season.  

Talking of Resolutions, I hope that you have all managed to 

vote for the WI resolution of your choice. The deadline for 

votes into County Office is 14 February 2020—please do not 

waste this opportunity. 

Over the past month or so I have been pretty busy! I have 

attended White Ribbon events and a tea party for some local 

pensioners, delivered food hampers for a local charity, got 

ticked off by the dentist and watched the latest episode of one 

of my favourite film series  - Star Wars, all over and above 

my normal family and work routine. So I did have some 

downtime and was able to do a few things relating to our 

resolutions on loneliness and domestic abuse against women. 

Also—I almost forg0t—I planted two trees as part of the 

London Mayor/Woodland Trust drive to help with Climate 

Change. Has anyone else contributed to this project? 

M C S  T R A I N I N G  

In addition to our Craft Dabble Days 

and Workshops (see back page), we 

also offer Crafty Pop-in sessions at the 

MFWI Office, West Drayton. 

Pop in for an informal cuppa, 

natter and bring your current 

project to work on (or just come 

and get craft ideas!).  

 

When: First 

Thursday of the 

month 

13:00-15.30 

Next sessions: 

6 February 

5 March 

2 April 

D E N M A N  T A S T E R  

Are you an MCS rep? Are you new to the 

role, or feel you would benefit from a 

refresher?  

At our training session you will learn 

how to navigate around the MCS, and 

best practice which will lay a foundation 

for you to build on to keep your 

membership record up to date. 

This session will make your job 

easier and faster (And let’s be 

honest—who wouldn’t want that?) 

When: Saturday 15 February 

13:30-15.30 

Where: County Office 

To book please call the office or email 

secretary@mfwi.org.uk. 

C R A F T Y  P O P - I N  

A reminder that our Middlesex Denman 

Experience Day will now be held on 

Thursday 20 February. 

Members will be able to try out Silver 

Clay and Willow Weaving as well as 

enjoying legendary Denman hospitality 

and meeting other Middlesex members. 

For more information and booking 

please call the MFWI Office or email 

denman@mfwi.org.uk. 

mailto:denman@mfwi.org.uk
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At a glance...  

 

We made a little error in January and 

missed the following two birthdays. We 

hope you had a marvellous celebration! 

Harrow-On-The Hill 07 January 2013 

Sunbury Village 23 January 2012 

 

In February, Happy Birthday to three 

Middlesex Institutes: 

Iver Evening 08 February 1962 

Hillingdon 19 February 1919 

London West End 21 February 2006 

 
1st prize - £35 

Pat Buffin, Halliford 
 

2nd prize - £20 
Liz Morrell, West Drayton 

 
3rd prize - £15 

Elma Hutton, Manor Farm 

2 0 0  C L U B  

COUNTY OFFICE: 
Unit 3 - No 7 The Green, West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 7PL 

Tel: 01895 440161 
Email: secretary@mfwi.org.uk 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Wednesday 9:15 am to 4:15 pm 
Friday 9:15 am to 4:15 pm 

(Voice mail is in operation outside office hours) or you can email us: 
 

CHAIR: Lorraine Reed-Wenman .............................................. chair@mfwi.org.uk 
VICE CHAIR Jules Hall ................................................. vicechair1st@mfwi.org.uk 
SECRETARY Lynda Hazelwood ........................................ secretary@mfwi.org.uk 
TREASURER Sarah Endersby ........................................... treasurer@mfwi.org.uk 
 
ACWW Lorraine Reed-Wenman ........................................ acwwrep@mfwi.org.uk 
CRAFT Lorraine Reed-Wenman ............................................... craft@mfwi.org.uk 
DENMAN AMBASSADOR Angela Chessman ................. denman@mfwi.org.uk 
DIGITAL TEAM Yve McBride ....................................... digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk 
IT Support .............................................................................. it@wisupport.org.uk 
MCS Susan Whitworth ................................................................ mcs@mfwi.org.uk 
MEMBERSHIP Gerry Attias ........................ membershipenquiries@mfwi.org.uk  
MFWI EVENTS .............................................................. eventsteam@mfwi.org.uk  
NEWSLETTER Emma Watson ....................................... newsletter@mfwi.org.uk   
PUBLIC AFFAIRS Sarah Wilson ................................ publicaffairs@mfwi.org.uk 
PUBLICATIONS .......................................... Requests via secretary@mfwi.org.uk 
SCIENCE & LEISURE Alison Fremantle........... scienceandleisure@mfwi.org.uk 
SOCIAL MEDIA Emma Watson .................................. socialmedia@mfwi.org.uk 
SPEAKERS DIRECTORY Julie Bloomfield ..................... speakers@mfwi.org.uk 
WEBSITE Rosie Harvey ....................................................... website@mfwi.org.uk 

Please keep your articles and photos 

coming in and if you have any ideas of 

what you would like to see in your 

newsletter, please do not hesitate to 

contact us. 

Magazine Deadline 

To get into the next issue, please make 

sure your copy gets to the Editor at 

newsletter@mfwi.org.uk in a Word-

compatible format before the end of the 

month prior.  

Please note that articles received after 

this date will unlikely be included due to 

production time and printing deadlines. 

Printed copies? 

The cost of the printed newsletter for 

2020 is 82p per copy. Every WI is sent 

an email version to pass onto their 

members at no charge.  

G E T  I N  T O U C H  

 

We have started the planning 

process for a celebration of the 

Federation’s forthcoming 

Centenary in 2021 and we need 

your input.  

 

We know that if anyone knows how to 

celebrate, it’s the WI!  

We’ve seen how our WIs have celebrated 

anniversaries over the years, and we 

know our members are a very creative 

bunch with no end to their innovative 

ideas. 

What would you like to see or do?  

We are open to all suggestions, so please 

do let us know of your ideas. 

Please email your suggestions and ideas 

to events@mfwi.org.uk 

M F W I  C E N T E N A R Y  W I  B I R T H D A Y S  

R E M I N D E R  O N  S U B S !  

A reminder that Subs for 2020 are now 

due: have you paid yours? Please help 

out your Treasurer and Committee by 

paying promptly! 

This allows for timely update of the MCS 

and forwarding of the Federation 

portions by your Treasurer. 

mailto:secretary@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:chair@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:vicechair1st@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:acwwrep@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:craft@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:denman@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:it@wisupport.org.uk
mailto:mcs@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:events@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:publicaffairs@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:scienceandleisure@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:speakers@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:speakers@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:events@mfwi.org.uk
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Around the WIs  

Hustle & bustle filled Oak Hall, our 

venue for tonight. Not only our 

Christmas celebrations but also to 

celebrate the 100th birthday of Bobby 

Loveday. A few minutes of business, 

members from each table filled their 

plates with appetising goodies, followed 

by mince pies, with a glass of wine! At 

eight o'clock guest of honour Bobby 

arrived with her daughter, and cheers 

rang out around the hall. 

Concentration from all members 

followed with members engrossed in a 

quiz run by Sue Cobb. Southbourne 

choir performed, giving us their famous 

We are the WI and our entertainer Nicki 

B sang songs from different eras. Lots of 

members not only sang but danced as 

well; everybody was having a good time. 

Our October meeting usually focuses on 

fashion and this year we were delighted 

to welcome Dr Elisabeth Gernerd of the 

Historic Royal Palaces who came to talk 

to us about 18th century underwear. 

She regaled us with all sorts of 

underwear-related facts such as stays 

(or corsets as they later became known) 

were actually very comfortable. They 

were made with very flexible whale 

bone and moulded themselves to the 

figure. It was a fascinating talk and 

thoroughly enjoyed by our members. 

We continued the crafting theme with our 

November meeting where a former 

member led us in making fabric 

Christmas tree decorations.  

We also had our final collection for the 

Ealing Foodbank which we’ve been 

supporting for the last few months. Our 

members outdid themselves and we 

collected a massive 55kg of food!  

We also had some very impressive cakes 

with Stephanie leading the pack as usual 

with an incredible creation topped with a 

gingerbread house and forest. 

Nicki's last song was White Christmas, so 

I asked Bobby if she would like to dance. 

No hesitation, I helped her to her feet, 

she grabbed her walker, and with me on 

her arm she waltzed around the floor. 

What an amazing lady! (Bonus: guess 

who won the quiz? Yes, Bobby's table!) 

She was presented with a gift and card 

which had been signed by everyone. 

A raffle was drawn as ‘Merry Christmas’ 

echoed the hall. Another fabulous 

evening! 

In early October our Walking Group 

came out in force for a wonderful walk 

around the Richmond and Twickenham 

area. We walked to the newly restored 

Turner's House where some of us did the 

guided tour. Others of us walked on 

through Marble Hill Park to the Orleans 

Gallery House. Everyone reconvened for 

an excellent pub lunch in St Margarets. 

Stephanie and Angela kicked off 

November by revitalising our craft club, 

transforming it from a group where 

members bring their own projects to 

work on to a session where members can 

learn a new skill. As a result three times 

as many members came along to learn 

how to make a robin Christmas tree 

decoration (see photo in last edition). 
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Our members held their Christmas party 

in December, celebrating with an 

international theme: ‘Christmas Around 

the World’. 

Members learnt dances, poems were 

read and members spoke about their 

experiences of Christmas in different 

countries.  

It ended on a bit of a Swedish note with 

our organiser Chrissie Burningham 

dressing up as Santa Lucia—with a 

traditional and very pretty candle-lit 

headpiece—entering 

the hall with a choir singing Santa Lucia. 

A good time was had by all! 

Around the WIs  

Jane Lepine-Smith gave us a fascinating 

talk in November about the work of a 

theatre/film casting director. Today 

these key people are recognised in the 

credits, but formerly they were never 

mentioned in spite of the important part 

they played in selecting a cast. Jane’s 

father was the renowned Eric l’Epine 

Smith who ran away from home at 13, to 

appear in a silent movie. He later became 

a renowned casting director who 

discovered many of the great stars of the 

1930s. 

Jane has followed in her father’s 

footsteps and spoke about her work and 

discoveries. We were told how to select 

the right person for a part and given a 

little quiz, to see how successful we 

would be! Jane is still involved in local 

productions, notably the Richmond 

Shakespeare group. 

At the end of the month several members 

supported a coffee morning, held in 

Sunbury, in aid of Cancer Research and 

always a lovely occasion. 

For our joint Christmas / birthday party 

in December, we welcomed a local group 

of Irish dancers who held us in thrall by 

their skill and expertise, several of them 

having competed internationally. 

As they performed we enjoyed our 

celebratory cake, made as usual by 

Margaret Williams, today our only 

founder member still with our WI. It was 

a very jolly evening and nice introduction 

to the festive season. 

Singing was in order for many 

Middlesex WIs in the lead-up to 

Christmas. Here’s the aptly-named 

Anna Nightingale entertains 

the women of Sunbury-on-Thames WI 

at their December meeting. 
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AROUND THE WIs  

Who doesn't enjoy a mince pie in the 

weeks running-up to Christmas? 

Mince pies can be traced back to the 13th 

century when returning crusaders 

brought returned with Middle Eastern 

recipes that contained meats, fruits and 

spices. Members learned about the 

origins and traditions of the mince pie, 

then set to and grated, minced and 

mixed together ingredients to make 

some delicious homemade mincemeat. 

The NFWI resolution shortlist for 2020 

was discussed and votes collated, and a 

lively game of Scattergories was played 

followed by the Institute’s business, and 

a discussion of future events and outings. 

The women of Greenford Evening WI 

enjoyed Christmas festivities at their 

December meeting, including a 

surprisingly challenging game of tossing 

rings onto reindeer antlers! 

President Madelyn and Secretary Helen 

toasting the 'season of good will' and a 

bountiful supper was enjoyed by all. 

We put our feet up a little at our 

December meeting each year. This year 

we kicked off with a fun ‘who am I?’ 

game: thank you to organiser Gill W. Our 

photos show some of the women and 

girls featured – say hello Hillary Clinton, 

Virginia Woolf, Beatrix Potter and Alice 

in Wonderland, among others! 

We then enjoyed mulled wine while 

sharing Christmas stories – tales of 

uncooked turkeys, dressing up in Nigeria 

and childhood dolls kept us entertained. 

Mulled wine and Christmas treats 

including fruit cake and mince pies 

accompanied our raffle.  

Our January meeting was once again our 

annual pub meeting, back again in the 

beautiful upstairs space at the Victoria 

Stakes at the foot of Muswell Hill. 

President Maggie introduced the 2020 

shortlisted resolutions which we debated 

in groups over a glass of wine: some 

really solid discussion ensued, 

particularly in respect of the varied 

nature of this year’s shortlist. It will be 

interesting to see what the final vote 

brings.  

Hot on the heels of this meeting was our 

Christmas stall. We were grateful again 

to have a warm inside stall within the 

beautiful St James Church in Muswell 

Hill. We had another successful day 

selling a variety of cakes, biscuits, 

Christmas crafts and knitted goods 

including hedgehogs and rag wreaths.  

Would your WI like to become more 

confident at techy things? 

Our Digital Team is on hand 

to guide you! 

Turn to page 8 for contact information 

and scheduled sessions 

at County Office. 
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A Cup of Coffee with...  

Lynda has been Federation Secretary 

since 2017, supporting the Trustees and 

broader Federation. 

Who would you most like to 
have a cup of coffee/tea with?  

My great-grandmother: Margaret Annie 

Willis – to see if she does look like my 

late father and Uncle Sidney. We believe 

“she had jet-black hair and tiny feet.” 

What women inspired you? 

Edith Cavell, WWI heroine... even more 

so on discovering a family link.  

The person who influenced you 
most 

Ellen Woodcock – travelled all over the 

world as a ‘ladies companion.’ Following 

marriage in India, my great-grand 

parents settled in Denham near 

Uxbridge. 

What is your most treasured 
possession? 

A jewellery box given to me by my 

grandmother when I was ten years old; it 

once belonged to my great-grandmother: 

Ellen Woodcock.  

The event that altered your life?  

Too many positive and life-changing 

events over the years including 

opportunities to live abroad and visiting 

many countries. 

The happiest moment you will 
cherish forever?  

Visiting cousins in New Zealand and 

watching the sun come up for the new 

millennium at their local beach. 

It was raining, but memorable! 

The temptation you wish you 
could resist? 

Chocolate. 

The best biscuit to dunk in tea 
or coffee? 

Digestive. 

How my hobby became an 
obsession? 

Family history... Very fortunate to be 

able to access my family records at the 

National Archives, at Kew (including my 

grandfather’s WW1 records). I just wish 

someone could confirm that the photo 

we now have is of my great-

grandmother, Margaret-Annie Willis. 

We now have a few photos of my great-

great grandparents; Matilda worked 

with Edith Cavell, when she was a 

governess for the vicar in Steeple 

Bumpstead. Matilda was the house-

keeper! 

Middlesex GALLERY  

How do you relax?  

Usual hobbies such as cooking and 

watching sport (mainly cycling) on TV. I 

still maintain my interest in theatre 

having given up on my play-writing 

activities (theatre very ageist!). 

The piece of wisdom you would 
pass on to a child? 

Live for the moment! 

So this is what a Dabble Day looks like! 

(…and do I spy Jammie Dodgers?) 

Christmas Decoration 

Dabble Day.. So pretty! 

Audrey of Southbourne WI 

tries silk painting at a Dabble Day 
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Middlesex Updates  

 

Currency that has been collected over the 

past two years will be sent off this month 

for converting to real cash. We will let 

you know how much that amounts to in 

reality when we get a report back.  

Our collection is an ongoing one, so 

please do let us have any currency, coins 

and notes, plus your Pennies For 

Friendship or donations to support a 

type of project.  

If anyone wishes to know more, please 

let us know via acwwwrep@mfwi.org.uk. 

As always, Lorraine is happy to come 

along to a meeting and talk about ACWW 

activities. This is worth bearing in mind 

as a fallback for a cancelled speaker if her 

diary is free.  

 

As the WI enters its 105th year, the NFWI 

is developing a strategic vision to help 

shape and secure its future. This 

ambitious vision will guide and focus the 

organisation’s work over the next five 

years, building on the successes it has 

achieved over the last 104 years, and 

ensure it continues to be the largest and 

most influential women’s organisation in 

the UK. 

As part of this work four draft vision 

statements have been developed by the 

Board of Trustees, the National Council 

(representing all Federations) and the 

organisation’s professional staff.  

In the February issue of WI Life, you will 

find an article which explains what the 

four draft vision statements are, and over 

the next three months the NFWI wants 

to engage as many members as possible 

to test these statements and develop 

them further.  

Please look out for the article and tell us 

what you think of the four draft vision 

statements. The article will also explain 

how you can feed your views back to the 

NFWI. 

The hope is that at the end of the 

consultation process we have a set of 

vision statements that capture our 

ambition for our organisation, and upon 

which we can build our strategic plan for 

years to come. It’s a discussion, a 

collaboration and a collective step 

forward. The WI is your organisation 

and yours to shape for the future… so let 

us know your views! 

Thank you for your support. 

As part of our Make Time for Mental 

Health campaign, the NFWI’s Public 

Affairs Department has produced a 

series of short educational videos about 

mental health.  

We would like to bring these to your 

attention as a free resource for members 

to use as part of any meetings or events 

they are organising.  

There are four videos in total, each 

covering a different topic. These are: 

• mental wellbeing 

• women and mental health 

• mental health stigma 

• mental health support services. 

All feature a WI member with personal 

or professional experience in the area.  

To support members in starting and 

facilitating conversations about these 

issues, each video is accompanied by a 

guide which has been produced in 

partnership with the charity Rethink 

Mental Illness. The guides include 

suggested questions for discussion as 

well as sources of further information 

and support.  

All of these resources can be downloaded 

from the Make Time for Mental Health 

page of My WI. 

 

MFWI is once again pleased to offer two 

training sessions for Officers (Trustees) 

in February 2020. 

All Officers are welcome, whether you 

are new to your role or think you might 

benefit from a refresher. 

You will learn what being a WI Officer 

entails, the essential constitutional 

context and best practice in carrying out 

your role and running your WI. 

 

Presidents & Secretaries 
Saturday 8 February 10.30-13.00 

 

Treasurers 
Saturday 15 February 10.30-13.00 

 

Both sessions will be held at County 

Office.  

To book your place please call the office 

or email Lynda via 

secretary@mfwi.org.uk. 

What are you doing for this year’s 

International Women's Day? Join Chair 

Lorraine Reed-Wenman and fellow 

Middlesex Federation WI members in 

marching to end violence against women 

at the Million Women Rise taking place 

in London on Saturday 7 March! 

The NFWI will be arranging a pre-

meeting venue for members, register 

your interest in attending via 

PA@nfwi.org.uk . 

mailto:acwwwrep@mfwi.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/internationalwomensday?epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/MillionWomenRise/?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARBpBZzmNKbJTXlVuvTLI-OgFufd7VYN_6qZwwk8IKEPHdUn6UoOPG_8nAa4_m2_giw-RVNt80pDrNTM&hc_location=group_dialog
mailto:PA@nfwi.org.uk
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D I G I T A L  T R A I N I N G  

Booking is essential for all craft 

sessions.  

All Craft Workshops and all sessions at 

Eastcote are payable in advance. Dabble 

Days at County Office (only) are payable 

on the day. 

Cheques payable to MFWI Craft 
Committee.  

Bank transfers: MFWI Craft Committee. 
Sort Code: 20-27-49; Account: 
53587703. 

Queries and bookings 

Email craft@mfwi.org.uk or call 
Lorraine on 01895 676105 
or call/text on 07976 398 533. 

C R A F T  D A B B L E  D A Y S  

Saturday 15 February 14.30-17.30 

Easter Bunny Felt Bunting 
Eastcote Community Association, £9 

Saturday 21 March 14.30-17.00 

Introduction to Parchment 
Craft 
Eastcote Community Association, £9 

Thursday 26 March 10.30-15.30 

Slate Painting 
County Office, £6 

Saturday 18 April 14.30-17.00 

Sashiko Sewing—Introduction 
Eastcote Community Association, £12 

Thursday 23 April 10.30-15.30 

Upcycled Denim Potholder or 
Car Tidy 
County Office, £6 

Saturday 16 May 14.30-17.00 

Paper Crafting—napkin 
techniques 
Eastcote Community Association, £9 

C R A F T  

Tuesday 28 January 13.30-15.30 

Smart devices 
Making the most of your phones and 

tablets. 

Thursday 13 February 10.30-12.30 

Smart devices 
Making the most of your phones and 

tablets. 

Tuesday 25 February 13.30-15.30 

MS Office 365 
New Officer or need a refresh? This is for 

you to learn how to run your WI using 

MS Office 365 using email, online apps 

and more. BYO Laptop. 

Thursday 12 March 10.30-12.30 

MS Office 365 
New Officer or need a refresh? This is for 

you to learn how to run your WI using 

MS Office 365 using email, online apps 

and more. BYO Laptop. 

Tuesday 24 March 13.30-15.30 

Smart devices 
Making the most of your phones and 

tablets. 

 

All sessions held at County Office in 

West Drayton. 

Booking essential for all sessions. 

Maximum of 4 participants per session.  

All sessions will be tailored to the needs 

and skill levels of participants—please 

let us know what you need and we will 

do our best to help. 

To book a place or discuss a training 

need, contact digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk 

or leave a message at County Office on 

01895 440 161. 

Show The Love campaign 

Is anyone crafting green hearts this 

month for the Climate Coalition’s 

campaign? Have you sent one to your 

MP? It would be fantastic to see the 

results of your efforts, please send 

photos with some words to Emma at 

newsletter@mfwi.org.uk. 

CRAFT + DIGITAL  

Cow Byre Exhibition 2020 

This annual event will soon be upon us, 

yes I know it is in August but time has a 

habit of disappearing quickly.  If anyone 

has any handmade crafts that they would 

like to be exhibited, please email 

craft@mfwi.org.uk and let us know. 

Anything is acceptable, and if quirky, 

even better! 

A note on costs 

For the first time in a long time, we have 

had to increase the fees to cover all costs 

of running the sessions. 

We still believe they offer terrific value: 

it would be fantastic to see a few more of 

you joining our merry band of crafters! 

If your WI does want a craft session, 

please do let us know what you are look-

ing for via the craft email above and we 

will do our best to accommodate you.  

Tactile Books: a reminder 

A reminder that Lorraine has challenged 

all WIs to step up to her challenge to 

produce tactile books for blind and 

visually impaired children via the Clear 

Vision Children’s Braille Library. 

Please ask your Secretary if you’ve not 

yet heard about this: it’s a fun, creative 

project we can all get involved in! 

mailto:craft@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:craft@mfwi.org.uk

