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A very warm hello to all our 

members out there. Hasn’t 

the weather been glorious!    

Who would have thought 

that we would be able to go 

so long without seeing each 

other in person, but still 

manage to keep in touch and help in the community where 

possible, whether that be by physical ‘door-stepping’, the 

good old telephone or technology.   

County Office is still closed, but we are doing our best to get 

information out to you all on a regular basis and hope that 

this is filtering down to you all.  Communication is a two-way 

street though, and we would still like to know what is going 

on out there in your world. 

Sharing ideas and experiences is good for all members—

please remember our  Facebook Group (Middlesex 

Federation WI Group) and Twitter (@MFWI) are great tools 

for this; please use them if you can. We’re also on Instagram 

@middlesexfederationwi. 

I have been filling my days with WI related work in one way 

or another and quite honestly, I have no idea where the time 

goes, as I have been busier than ever.   

That said, I did get to finally watch Home Fires - yes, I know 

I am behind the times, but watching TV is not my favourite 

pastime with so much else to do.  However the spectrum of 

A N T I - R A C I S M  R E S O U R C E S  W I  B I R T H D A Y S  

NFWI has assembled a list of resources 

to assist members wishing to educate 

themselves and engage with the 

campaign to eradicate racism. 

Of particular interest may be those 

groups which focus on intersectional 

racism, including Southall Black Sisters, 

with whom the WI has worked as part of 

our No More Violence Against Women 

campaign, and Imkaan, a UK wide 

organisation dedicated to addressing 

violence against black and minority 

ethnic women and girls. 

The list includes various organisations, 

as well as a recommended book list and 

some suggested podcasts. 

emotions that this series brings was incredible. I found 

myself shouting at the TV for the domestic abuse scenes, 

being sad at the ‘little woman at home’ image, but 

admiration for those with the strength to do more than was 

expected of women back in the day to be their capable, true 

selves. In real life too, the WI brings communities together, 

with or without a cause.  

I had a lockdown wedding anniversary where I cooked our 

own meal - that’s unheard of on such occasions as we have 

always been lucky enough to eat out.  I may have to resort to 

an Uber delivery soon just to feed my craving for a takeaway 

and stop my constant cooking and consequent over-eating.   

I have also learnt to love my slow-cooker again. Has anyone 

else learnt to cook some new recipes?  I have lots of cookery 

books that don’t get used often, and I now find myself 

referring to them to find something different. 

For those who have not yet heard, some good news is that the 

NFWI AGM has been rebooked for Monday 19 April 2021 at 

the Royal Albert Hall. More on that in due course but it is 

good that the venue has been secured during its busy 150th 

anniversary year. 

I find people are a little more relaxed about using Zoom 

lately, and I am more than happy to join a meeting with your 

WI if I have no clashes in the diary; not necessarily to speak, 

but maybe just to say hello. I will leave it up to you to decide 

but look forward to hearing from some of you. 

At the time of writing, lockdown is being relaxed a little, so 

please stay safe, take care and keep well. 

Lorraine x 

There are no Middlesex birthdays in 

the summer months of July and 

August: guess we were all too busy 

doing summery things to be fussing 

about setting up Women’s Institutes! 

Congratulations to our winners! 

1st prize - £35 

Jackie Gregory,  Stanwell  

2nd prize - £20 

Penny Shervill, Hayes Town 

3rd prize - £15 

Tracy Mercer, Stanwell  

2 0 0  C L U B  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/388213284632558/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/388213284632558/
https://twitter.com/MFWI
https://www.instagram.com/middlesexfederationwi/
https://www.southallblacksisters.org.uk/
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/no-more-violence
https://www.imkaan.org.uk/
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AROUND THE WIS  

COUNTY OFFICE 
 

Unit 3 - No 7 The Green, West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 7PL 
Tel: 01895 440161 

Email: secretary@mfwi.org.uk 
 

Due to the coronavirus situation, the MFWI office is currently closed. 
The best way to get in touch with us is email. 

 
CHAIR: Lorraine Reed-Wenman .............................................. chair@mfwi.org.uk 
VICE CHAIR Jules Hall ................................................. vicechair1st@mfwi.org.uk 
SECRETARY ....................................................................... secretary@mfwi.org.uk 
TREASURER Sarah Endersby ........................................... treasurer@mfwi.org.uk 
 
ACWW Lorraine Reed-Wenman ........................................ acwwrep@mfwi.org.uk 
CRAFT Lorraine Reed-Wenman ............................................... craft@mfwi.org.uk 
DENMAN AMBASSADOR Angela Chessman ................. denman@mfwi.org.uk 
DIGITAL TEAM Yve McBride ....................................... digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk 
IT Support .............................................................................. it@wisupport.org.uk 
MCS Susan Whitworth ................................................................ mcs@mfwi.org.uk 
MEMBERSHIP Gerry Attias ........................ membershipenquiries@mfwi.org.uk  
MFWI EVENTS .............................................................. eventsteam@mfwi.org.uk  
NEWSLETTER Emma Watson ....................................... newsletter@mfwi.org.uk   
PUBLIC AFFAIRS Sarah Wilson ................................ publicaffairs@mfwi.org.uk 
SCIENCE & LEISURE Alison Fremantle........... scienceandleisure@mfwi.org.uk 
SOCIAL MEDIA Emma Watson .................................. socialmedia@mfwi.org.uk 
SPEAKERS DIRECTORY Julie Bloomfield ..................... speakers@mfwi.org.uk 
WEBSITE Rosie Harvey ....................................................... website@mfwi.org.uk 

Please send articles (maximum 150 

words please) and photos (as high 

resolution as possible) to 

newsletter@mfwi.org.uk in a Word-

compatible format before the end of the 

month prior.  

Please note that articles received after 

this date will unlikely be included due to 

production time and printing deadlines. 

Printed copies? 

The cost of the printed newsletter for 

2020 is usually 82p per copy. Every WI 

is sent an email version to pass onto 

their members at no charge. 

While the MFWI Office continues to be 

closed, printed copies of the Middlesex 

News have been delayed. Both the May 

and June copies are now with your 

Secretaries and the July copy will be 

sent out as usual, again to your 

Secretaries. It will continue to be sent 

out to all WIs via email.  The newsletter 

is also available, as always, on the 

MFWI website.  You are free to print 

and distribute copies to your members/

community as you wish.   

G E T  I N  T O U C H  

An Angel  

I had a call from a member the other 

day, and she told me about a special 

friend, also a member, who has been so 

kind and thoughtful in helping her while 

we live through the lockdown. She and 

her husband are so grateful as they have 

to self-isolate, as they are on the ‘at risk’ 

register, and have to rely on others to do 

their shopping. She told me that this 

friend constantly checks on her 

wellbeing and occasionally leaves 

unexpected gifts, such as flowers on the 

doorstep with the shopping. She asked 

me to help her to write about this friend 

but does not want to embarrass her by 

naming her. She called her an angel, and 

said she felt overwhelmed that a person 

who is so busy always, could do so much 

extra for a friend. Well, I am delighted to 

know about this angel. I’m sure she 

knows how much she is appreciated.  

I wonder how many, many angels there 

are out there, unaware of the compassion 

and joy they bring to their friends by 

doing what friends do – showing that 

they care? 

Writing this at the end of May we are still 

in lockdown although there is some 

easing of restrictions.  

Our WI members are still being 

contacted weekly by a member of the 

committee, and we will be doing this 

until we are back to some sort of normal.  

We have had a Zoom meeting with a few 

committee and members, also a Zoom 

committee meeting.  

Our President Mary Jeffery wrote a 

Newsletter that was emailed to our 

members or printed and delivered for 

those without email. It was very much 

appreciated and one member said she 

read it three times as she enjoyed it so 

much.  

The village Charter Fair had to be 

cancelled but Mary Jeffery and helpers 

set up a stall to keep the tradition going.  

Jill Lord also made this wonderful 

blanket ‘FIC’ (finished in Covid!). 

mailto:secretary@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:chair@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:vicechair1st@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:acwwrep@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:craft@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:denman@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:it@wisupport.org.uk
mailto:mcs@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:events@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:publicaffairs@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:scienceandleisure@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:speakers@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:speakers@mfwi.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@mfwi.org.uk


Middlesex Federation of Women’s Institutes | Registered Charity No: 1167199 
Please do not print out this electronic copy unless absolutely necessary to help the environment. MFWI does not accept responsibility for goods or services advertised. 

Page 3 

 

Around the WIs  

 

Ten members arrived in Cranford Park 

on Wednesday 3rd June for our meeting 

to celebrate our WI’s 89th birthday. We 

divided into two groups and set up our 

chairs two metres away from each other. 

After all the lovely sunshine and hot 

weather we’ve all been experiencing over 

the past few weeks it had all changed and 

it was cloudy with light rain and a gentle 

breeze being practical and resourceful we 

put on jackets and put up umbrellas.  

The meeting opened with the singing of 

Jerusalem and Pauline, our President, 

welcomed everyone to our party. 

Members tucked into their picnics, 

lemon and elderflower sponge birthday 

cake, a glass of Pimm’s, and enjoyed a 

This craftwork  has been created by Mary 

Dawkins of Sunbury on Thames WI, 

during lockdown which, for her, has 

lasted since January due to her 

undergoing a serious leg operation. 

The Dutch doll has an interesting history 

as she was bought from a junk stall as a 

faceless, footless, unclothed body. She 

had been started during WWII and had a 

pattern from that era. Doubtless she had 

been started because of Holland being 

occupied by Germany. Her little body 

was full of holes so Mary had to do a 

serious remake.  

The rainbow brooch was made to honour 

the NHS, and she made several of them 

and gave them to the staff at the Rowley 

Bristow unit of St Peters Hospital, 

Chertsey, who cared for her so well this 

year. The bumble bees are on a square 

that is to be added to a quilt that she is 

making and the hair bands created to 

cope with hair that is now desperately in 

need of the attention of a hairdresser! 

catch up with everyone. The long corona-

virus pandemic has brought 

extraordinary challenges to all and we 

shared concern about the long-term 

economic effect on all our families. 

Two members were celebrating birthdays 

this month, so we sang happy birthday to  

Sheila and Pauline. 

NFWI 2020 Resolutions and a virtual 

book club and Travel Club were 

discussed and a paperback book swap 

held. Members have agreed to meet 

again next month using the advice of 

NFWI Chair Lynne Stubbings to ‘keep 

our eyes on the horizon’, as one day soon 

life will be back to normal and we shall 

be able to hold our meetings, attend 

events, go on outings and party. 

In keeping with the WWII idea of ‘make 

and mend’, Mary made all her clothes by 

re-using other garments. Even her 

brooch came from a charity shop. There 

are at least two more patterns in the 

series (a member of the ATS and a sailor) 

and Mary would be delighted if any 

member has them and would let her 

borrow them! 

The handbag was made from material 

bought for Mary by her brave husband 

who went to a fabric shop and bought it 

for her as a surprise. (Mary says this is 

analogous to her going into a fishing 

shop and buying him some maggots!) 
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Around the WIs  

 
 

Our lockdown activities are continuing 

with our regular meeting, craft club and 

quiz night all happening via Zoom.  

For our May meeting we played Would I 

Lie To You? where we discovered 

interesting things about some of our 

members, and particularly our 

committee.  

We had the opportunity to admire a 

blazer that our President Stephanie 

made and won a prize for in a WI 

competition (that was her 'truth'). And 

members were far more willing to believe 

our Kiwi Secretary's lie that her cousin is 

Jacinda Ardern than her truth that she 

went sky diving aged 13.  

As I’m not a ‘crafter’ but wanted a project 

to keep busy other than exercise ritual 

everyday (even though Joe Wicks is 

appealing). Jan Presland, a friend of 

many years also needed a ‘keep sane 

project’, so we joined Lorraine’s band of 

stitchers, so in a lull from scrubs, bags 

(and now masks!) we got together and 

did a Hayes Town project.  

I ordered tracing paper for my printer, 

downloaded the WI logo from the 

National website which I then ironed on 

to t-shirt material, then had to cut round 

carefully each one with pinking shears. 

After cutting out the pattern for 

scrub bags from some sheets never used 

anymore, Jan then sewed a logo onto 

each one before making up the bags.  

In these difficult times, with many of our 

members not going out, we did manage 

to get the ‘Dear NHS’ letter that was put 

in WI Life mag (know many of you didn’t 

see it so maybe it went out with junk 

mail) from 18 of our members and put 

them with an A3 poster (which I got 

laminated) with a message from HTWI 

and taken to Hillingdon Hospital with 

the scrubs bags . 

 

Thank you to Chair Lorraine for doing a 

sterling job at this difficult time, keeping 

us informed on the Middlesex WI 

Facebook Group - it’s a little sad for 

others who are not on the wonderful 

world of the web!  

When we were finally able to get together 

some of us ‘single ladies’ of lockdown 

braved rain, sunshine and wind in a 

couple of hours, but we stuck it out, even 

exercising a little with my gym ball, to 

our song, It’s Raining Men.  

Note from Emma: Finally, for those of 

who don’t sew, be like Gill and buy a 

mask and add a little sparkle! 

An update on last month, the members 

of HA:WI, Hayes Town, Harlington, 

Ruislip Evening, Iver and Southbourne 

WIs are all part of the FLOS Hillingdon 

Work Group and have made well over 

100 sets of scrubs now along with 

laundry bags, masks and fabric hearts for 

our Hillingdon Hospitals.  

Stroud Green enjoyed ‘online’ paper 

crafts with Gothic Valley WI member 

and local jewellery designer Leila Khasal 

at their June Meeting. Some great 

results! 
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Middlesex updates  

There are tens of thousands of victims of 

modern slavery hiding in plain sight in 

the UK. Modern slavery has severe 

consequences for the health and mental 

wellbeing of survivors. The NFWI calls 

on the Government to protect victims of 

modern slavery in the first instance and 

deliver longer term support to help them 

rebuild their lives. We call on our 

members to raise awareness of the 

prevalence of modern slavery 

throughout society and to campaign to 

defeat it. 

WIs will not need to consider how they 

wish to vote or to hold discussion events, 

and full campaign packs will be sent to 

your secretaries later. 

Resolutions 2021 

The resolution submission for 2021 will 
take place as normal during the summer 
with the submission deadline Friday 
11th September. 

Stay up to date with the latest on NFWI 

campaigns please visit 

www.thewi.orguk/campaigns. 

NFWI Board of Trustees felt that this 

was the most democratic means 

available to determine the outcome of 

this year’s resolution process taking into 

account time and resource constraints 

and the challenges of the current 

lockdown period. The Board also wanted 

to recognise the huge amounts of time 

and effort that members, WIs and 

federations put into the resolutions 

process this year. 

This means that the two resolutions have 

now been adopted by the WI, and 

members are free to campaign on these 

issues.  

The resolutions are as follows: 

A call to increase potential stem 

cell donor registration 

There is an urgent need to increase the 

number of people registered on the 

aligned UK stem cell registry in order to 

provide potentially life-saving 

treatment to people of all ages with 

certain blood cancers. We call on all WI 

members to promote registration to the 

database to avoid people dying whilst 

waiting for a match.  

End Modern Slavery 

Two resolutions that were due to be 

discussed at the NFWI Annual Meeting 

this year. As the Annual Meeting was 

cancelled, the resolutions were not able 

to be debated or voted on by delegates. 

The NFWI Board of Trustees has decided 

that in these exceptional circumstances, 

the results of the shortlist selection 

process will be used as a proxy for the 

Annual Meeting vote. 

The shortlisting selection results of 2020 

selections were: 

1. A Call to increase potential stem cell 

donor registration—38,280 

2. Female crash test dummies—9,124 

3. End modern slavery—35,395 

4. Time to talk about death and dying—

9,820 

5. Protect our precious helium—11,705 

Total selections received—104,262 

In the shortlisting selection stage the two 

resolutions (stem cells and modern 

slavery) attracted a clear majority of 

selections from members (over 70%). 

Middlesex Federation WI is proud to 

offer two annual bursaries to Denman 

for Middlesex members.  

Winners of the annual Denman bursaries 

were drawn at the May Board of Trustees 

Meeting using a random number 

generator. 

Congratulations to Jackie Wilkins of 

Halliford, winner of the MFWI Bursary 

of £150 , and to Paula Crouch of HA:WI, 

winner of the Craft Committee Bursary 

of £300.  

Congratulations to our winners; we know 

you'll have a great time at Denman when 

it re-opens. 

By mid-May 2020, due to the reduction 

in travel and manufacturing and changes 

in working practices due to the 

coronavirus pandemic lockdown, global 

carbon emissions had reduced for the 

first time in many years, as had air 

pollution.  

Planes had been mostly grounded and 

cars and other transport dramatically cut 

for around two months, as well as 

schools, colleges and many businesses 

going dark, reducing demand for 

electricity.  

Not the way anyone would want changes 

to be made, but it did teach us things 

that could be carried forward. 

This is important as, even though the 

disruption to our lives was so drastic, at 

such cost to so many, this drop, for just 

one year, is not enough. Continuing 

reduction is needed, but in a gentler way, 

that improves people’s lives. 

What can WI members do? 

We can build on what we’ve learned– 

that big problems can be overcome when 

everyone works together, forgetting 

party political or other divides; that 

everyone makes a difference in their own 

way and everyone is valuable; that office 

workers don’t all need to travel into the 

office to work every day; that food is too 

precious to waste (See wrap.org.uk); that 

community is important. The WI is a 

huge community.  

We can make our voices heard to ask for 

cross-party agreements so that all of 

government, both central and local, can 

work together and take actions now to be 

continued long term regardless of who's 

in power.  

We can ask for the recovery to be a green 

and fair transition. We can follow the 

Climate Coalition pledges - WI are a 

founding member. And we can help 

others with the changes, sharing our 

skills and knowledge, and take part in 

the WI campaigns: Take a look at the 

Campaign information on the WI 

website. 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns
https://wrap.org.uk/content/citizens-learning-love-food-and-hate-waste-during-lockdown
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/current-campaigns
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Around the WIs  

 

 
Across the Federation, WI members 

joined fellow members, friends and 

neighbours to commemorate the 75th 

anniversary of VE Day. 

This is a short story written by Sally 

Littlefair, one of our longstanding 

members of The Alexandra WI. Sally is a 

keen creative writer, and will lead our 

June members meeting on short stories. 

We hope you enjoy! 

 
I put my cross against the 

wrong candidate 

Sally Littlefair 

Janet Leigh - that was her name wasn't 

it? Of course it was. I clearly remember 

because of Scarlet O'Hara. That wasn't 

Janet Leigh though was it - she was the 

other one wasn't she - the nice one.  Now 

what was her name?... Never mind that. 

The important thing now is, was Janet 

Leigh the Labour candidate or not? And 

in any case is that definitely where I put 

my cross? 

I had to go back and check so I rushed 

back to the church hall and as I looked at 

the list of candidates pinned to the 

church hall door my stomach 

plummeted and my knees turned to 

jelly. Janet Leigh was the Conservative 

candidate!  How could I be so stupid? 

Why had I not checked before putting 

the ballot paper into the box. I was so 

sure she was Labour and I’d had that 

vision of her in that magnificent white 

frock begging Clarke Gable to forgive her 

for making such a big mistake.   

Actually, I think Rhett Butler was the 

loser in that situation - he was old by 

then and Janet Leigh was incredibly 

beautiful and beautiful people are 

allowed a mistake or two. Anyway I was 

getting off the point again. What could I 

do about my voting mistake? 

I decided to tell them in the church hall 

that I'd put my cross against the wrong 

candidate and that I realised they 

wouldn't be able to fish my ballot paper 

out of the tin box, but I thought it would 

be fair if I could put another paper in so 

that at least my mistaken vote would be 

cancelled out! 

“Do you know what I've done?” I 

simpered at the rather handsome young 

chap behind the table in the church hall. 

“Really,” he said when I'd explained 

about Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butler, 

“Too bad.  You should start living in the 

real world madam”. I was shocked by his 

attitude but as I began to object he 

beckoned over a large, rather 

intimidating person who said I should 

now leave the hall and I decided he was 

probably right especially in view of his 

size. What's done is done I thought and 

I'll just have to wait and see if my 

mistake had made any difference to the 

outcome of the election. 

As I approached the exit I thought 

perhaps I would have one more try at 

explaining so I turned and walked 

towards the handsome young man but as 

I opened my mouth to speak he raised an 

eyebrow, looked straight at me and said 

“Frankly my dear I don't give a damn”. I 

was taken aback and headed for the door 

once more when I heard him add, “and 

Scarlett O’Hara was Vivienne Leigh, not 

Janet Leigh – Janet’s mistake was 

getting mixed up with Norman the 

Psycho”. 

VE DAY 75 years  

The inimitable Gill Wildman of 

Hayes Town WI dressed up as a land 

girl and made some printed bunting for 

her window. She also displayed her the 

medals from her father’s WWII 

service at El Alamein. 

Our Chair Lorraine Reed-Wenman’s 

display of patriotic friends! 

Mary Jeffery, Maureen Stone and Beth 

Wilding of Stanwell WI were busy 

decorating Stanwell Village Hall. 

Jan Presland of Hayes Town enjoyed 

the sunshine on the day. 


