MIDDLESEX NEWS

Welcome to an additional
issue of the Middlesex News
which is being brought
directly to you via MailChimp
rather than via your
Secretaries to help the
Federation stay in contact
with our members during this unprecedented time and
moving into the future. The ‘usual' newsletter will continue
to be printed for those who wish to have a 'paid for' hard
copy and will continue to be distributed by your WI
Secretary as our use of direct mailing to you will not detract
from the Secretary’s usual job description. We do ask WIs to
arrange for this additional issue to be given to their members
who are not on email, as appropriate in order for everyone to
be included.
There are around 300 of our members who do not have an
email address listed on the MCS, mostly due to the fact that
they do not use technology or have no internet access or in
some cases no desire to use technology. That’s not a
problem, but we do need to rely on all members and WIs to
be our communication link to those in this category so that
no one is isolated and many of you are doing this very well
with phone calls and socially distanced visits - thank you all.

online participation in meetings, which have continued
throughout these times. Because of the ability to Zoom (or use
other similar platforms!), some us have been busier than ever,
whether it be our own meetings or being able to join WIs in
theirs and despite the reasons why, I hope it has been a good
experience for everyone—it certainly has for me as I have been
able to been able to spend more with members than my life
usually allows.
Despite the new ruling of opening up some shops, services and
social venues, some of you are still 'confined to barracks’ as
some of my friends would say. I do hope that the relaxation of
some socialising helps with the receiving of visitors. If you are
able to be online, the WI are continuing to keep us all active
and included in one way or another. Also playing their part are
Denman with their taster courses and the amazing WI
Wanderers group on social media who keep many of us in
touch with the outside world during lockdown and in have fact
given us more than we would have seen/heard in our ’normal’
daily life before lockdown. My husband has found a new
passion for cooking as a result of watching Peter Lien, former
Head of Denman Cookery School, and I have been the guinea
pig for his efforts - have to say, I appreciate it and loving the
opportunity for someone else to cook dinner!

At the risk of repeating myself, I would also like to say a
massive thank you, personally and on behalf of the Board of
Trustees, to all officers and committees across the
Federation who have been able to keep in contact with all
their members and even arrange online meetings, which is
not so much different to organising the physical meetings; it
still takes time and effort.
I say thank you to all my Board Members for helping to
continue the MFWI daily business and taking on board the

MFWI 200+ CLUB

Lorraine busy with MFWI admin during lockdown… Or is it?
Can you guess the year of this fabulous photo from our
Chair’s personal archives?

The MFWI 200+ Club gives all MFWI members a chance to
win a cash prize each month! The Annual Subscription is £6
per share and any number of shares may be purchased by
individual members or by a named holder for an Institute. The
Club is not open to non-WI members or other clubs. There will
be a draw each month with three (3) cash prizes. In October
and April, the cash prizes will be enhanced.

A lot of the planning for our 2021 Centenary has been halted
due to lockdown but we have a few ideas that are still viable
which we will share soon. We have been asking members for
ideas but have received none to date; if you have any ideas,
please do let us know! There are a couple of things that we are
asking WIs and their members to get involved with: A
Centenary Cook Book (your own recipes) and production of a
panel for a Centenary Banner (see page 7), all details have been
passed to your Officers, so you should be seeing this soon.

Please see your committee for an application form, which
should be submitted direct to MFWI (along with payment by
bank transfer to MFWI).

Lorraine x
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IN BRIEF
200 CLUB

WI BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations to our winners!

1st prize - £35
Trish Quinlan, Greenford

There are no Middlesex birthdays in

2nd prize - £20

the summer months of August: guess

Sarah Endersby, Sunbury on Thames

we were all too busy doing summery
things to be fussing about setting up

3rd prize - £15

Women’s Institutes!

Elizabeth Owen, West Drayton

200 CLUB

A reminder that the NFWI raffle is still
open. Tickets are £1 each and the first
prize is £10,000 cash.
60% of profits go to Federations, so by
buying a ticket, you’ll be supporting
Middlesex.
Don’t let lockdown stop you from buying
a ticket—some of our members have
bought extra tickets (paid via bank
transfer) which I have dropped off on my
walks around the neighbourhood.
The closing date is 25 September, with
the draw on 9 October—get in now!
Emma Watson

GET IN TOUCH

COUNTY OFFICE
Unit 3 - No 7 The Green, West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 7PL
Tel: 01895 440161
Email: secretary@mfwi.org.uk
Due to the coronavirus situation, the MFWI office is currently closed.
The best way to get in touch with us is email.
CHAIR: Lorraine Reed-Wenman ..............................................chair@mfwi.org.uk
VICE CHAIR Jules Hall .................................................vicechair1st@mfwi.org.uk
SECRETARY....................................................................... secretary@mfwi.org.uk
TREASURER Sarah Endersby ........................................... treasurer@mfwi.org.uk
ACWW Lorraine Reed-Wenman ........................................ acwwrep@mfwi.org.uk
CRAFT Lorraine Reed-Wenman ............................................... craft@mfwi.org.uk
DENMAN AMBASSADOR Angela Chessman ................. denman@mfwi.org.uk
DIGITAL TEAM Yve McBride ....................................... digitalteam@mfwi.org.uk
IT Support .............................................................................. it@wisupport.org.uk
MCS Susan Whitworth ................................................................ mcs@mfwi.org.uk
MEMBERSHIP Gerry Attias ........................ membershipenquiries@mfwi.org.uk
MFWI EVENTS .............................................................. eventsteam@mfwi.org.uk
NEWSLETTER Emma Watson ....................................... newsletter@mfwi.org.uk
PUBLIC AFFAIRS Sarah Wilson ................................ publicaffairs@mfwi.org.uk
SCIENCE & LEISURE Alison Fremantle........... scienceandleisure@mfwi.org.uk
SOCIAL MEDIA Emma Watson .................................. socialmedia@mfwi.org.uk
SPEAKERS DIRECTORY Julie Bloomfield .....................speakers@mfwi.org.uk
WEBSITE Rosie Harvey ....................................................... website@mfwi.org.uk

Please send articles (maximum 150
words please) and photos to
newsletter@mfwi.org.uk in a Wordcompatible format before the end of the
month prior. Please note that articles
received after this date will unlikely be
included due to production deadlines.

Printed copies?
The cost of the printed newsletter for
2020 is usually 82p per copy. Every WI
is sent an email version to pass onto
their members at no charge.
Whilst the MFWI office continues to be
closed, printed copies of the Middlesex
News may be delayed, but are being
sent out to Secretaries who have already
received the back copies. The September
issue will be printed as usual. In future,
all copies will be sent directly to
members with email addresses as well
as being sent to Secretaries for their
own distribution where appropriate.
The newsletter is also available, as
always, on the MFWI website. You are
free to print and distribute copies to
your members/community as you wish.
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Around the WIs
Christine Newell
During the lockdown due to coronavirus
Halliford members still managed to
communicate through Zoom meetings.
We had been holding a couple of
meetings a week with 5-6 people each
sharing news. We also held a short
committee meeting by Zoom.

Due to the coronavirus, the WI has
cancelled all meetings till at least
September 2020. We hope everyone has
kept safe and well.
It is with great sadness that I have to say
that our President, Celia Callard passed
away suddenly on June 17th 2020. Celia
will be missed for her great leadership in
the WI for many years, always very
organised in everything she did, from
outings to coffee mornings etc.

When we were allowed to meet outside
and the weather improved, we moved
our meetings to the Greeno Centre Park
in Shepperton with our chairs, keeping
our social distancing. At the first picnic
we had 13 people, and 11 at the second,
so it has been a good turnout and as the
picture shows everybody has fun.

Celia loved to raise money for different
charities and enjoyed making poppies to
sell for The British Legion.
Celia will be greatly missed for all she did
and by everyone who knew her.

Our Secretary Lorna has been doing an
amazing job of keeping us up to date
with news from MFWI including online
courses at Denman. Lorna has also put
together a monthly Halliford Newsletter
which includes news, poems, quizzes,
photographs on different subjects and
jokes, all sent in by our members. As the
lockdown eases even further let’s hope
we can all still be able to keep safe.
We would also like to express our thanks
to all the nurses, volunteers and
machinists who have helped with the
pandemic. Great job everybody.

during lockdown and we’re in the
process of creating a West Ealing WI
playlist on Spotify with our members’
Desert Island Discs.

June’s meeting took place, of course, on
Zoom and was all about flowers. Member
B St Martin is a florist and floristry tutor
and we were very lucky she was able
to give us a demonstration of how to
make beautiful floral arrangements using
items found in our home. The first was a
stunning arrangement in a glass bowl
using sellotape to create a grid. She then
proceeded to fill the bowl with foliage
and flowers all held in their individual
places.
We also learned how to do a hand tied
bouquet as well as how to transform an
ordinary bunch of chrysanthemums from
the petrol station into a very classy
arrangement! The meeting ended with
an enlightening quiz about flowers. Some
of our members have been inspired to be
more imaginative at home—here is
Elaine’s creation using flowers and
foliage out of her garden.
Our other meetings (craft club, quiz
night and book club) are continuing
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Around the WIs
As it has for everyone, 2020 has brought
unexpected challenges to Ashford
Evening WI. Lockdown has brought
tough times but also brought out the best
of the spirit of the WI.
I’m sure many of us didn’t foresee what a
mammoth task Deborah was taking on
when she offered to send out a daily
newsletter to every member who has an
email address. Our thanks go to her for
the brilliant information, communication
and connectivity these letters have given
us. As well as Deborah’s wonderful input,
we’ve heard from many members who
have contributed life stories, meet and
greet stories, garden tales and photos,
craft reports, WI history from the
scrapbooks and one of the highlights,
lockdown humour, which has been really
valuable to keep us going.

newsletters are admired. Even the ten
ladies without internet access haven’t
been left out as members have printed
pages of the newsletters and delivered
them. MFWI information has also been
delivered by hand or by post.
Like so many isolated groups we have
dipped a toe (followed by a whole foot)
into the technological age and met up on
Zoom. We have a weekly coffee morning,
had two Committee meetings and two

brighten the centre of Ashford and the
lives of those passing through. Even in
lockdown, a depleted team tidied and
decorated it for the anniversary of VE
Day. The winter planting was removed
and new summer bedding, obtained
from the local horticultural society, was
planted and tended and watered all
whilst observing safety and social
distancing!
Members have been doing whatever they
can to help at this difficult time, such as
making scrubs for health workers or
ringing each other and spreading
information about how everyone is
coping and this has reinforced the
community spirit within our group.
I’m sure our experience of lockdown has
been mirrored around the country as WI
members go the extra mile to support
each other. Unfortunately we couldn’t
offer much help to those traumatised by
the lack of hairdressers; only empathy
and commiserations.

During our isolation many have found
time to notice, enjoy and share the
wildlife in our gardens. We’ve heard
about horticultural and culinary
triumphs, disasters and experiments.
Craft has been an important activity for
many and Lesley’s efforts preparing and
delivering craft kits has been much
appreciated and the photos in the

WI Meetings. Terry Johnson spoke about
The Great Train Robbery at our first one
and Indian Dance and Exercise with
Trisha Maja was unforgettable.
Continuing the long-established
tradition, the War Memorial team has
continued to look after the plants and
keep the memorial to a standard to

cupcakes and rock cakes baked by
Wendy and Jan.
A pleasant couple of hours passed:
catching up, eating and drinking and all
agreed it’s the way to go for our July WI
meeting, as Zoom is not really an option
for us. We're hoping the weather will be
kind for us and more will come!

As we had not had a meeting since
February, on the hottest day of the year,
June 25th (should have been previous
Thursday but we were beset by rain), ten
members met (with social distancing) to
celebrate our 27th birthday in Barra Hall
Park.
We met under 'the spreading chestnut
tree' which gave us shade and a welcome
cooling breeze, which was great for us
but kept blowing out candles on the tasty
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MIDDLESEX UPDATES
I think, as WI members we all know
about Plastic Soup and the catastrophic
effects it is having on our marine
environment. I think we’re concerned
about the findings of academic research,
government action and collaboration of
all industries involved.
But what can I do differently that would
help the situation? The NFWI advice is
some of the best I have found. Here’s
how I personally try to comply.
Cut down on the number of laundry
washes, ie only wash your clothes when
they are dirty. Always wash a maximum
load to reduce friction and the shedding
of fibres. Wash clothes at 30 degrees,
which also reduces shedding of fibres,
and to cut CO2 emissions and reduce
your energy costs. I don’t know about
other members’ families, but on one
hand I have to virtually peel the clothes
off my husband to wash, on the other I’m
overwhelmed by the amount of laundry
my two grown sons present daily! I wash
my clothes when they’re dirty. My
washing machine is always fully loaded—
I want to cut down the energy bills. And

I’ve tried washing dirty clothes at 30
degrees. This doesn’t work for me,
because they don’t come clean! So the
sons’ clothes get washed at 30, and mine
and husband’s get a 40!
Resist the ‘buzz’ of buying new clothes.
Buy fewer clothes, and preferably from a
second hand/charity shop. Ensure they
are of good quality that will last. Try to
mend them if they are damaged, and if
you have to get rid of them, take them
back to the charity shops or charity
collection bins. I wonder how the
number of clothes you buy affects
contribution to plastic soup. My
wardrobe may be stuffed with clothes
that I hardly wear (and I don’t want to
get rid of them), but if I only wash them
when they’re dirty, I won’t be
contributing any extra micro beads, will
I? I do get a buzz out of finding bargains
in the charity shops, and I don’t feel
guilty about buying them. I also mend
my clothes, of course I do – they’re
always my favourites! The Public Affairs
committee is planning a Fast Fashion
Fixing session, for when we get back to
normal life, and members will be invited
to come and get help to mend their
favourite clothing. I’m looking for a
viable way in which the fibres will be

trapped, either in a washing machine
filter, or at the water treatment centres,
before being released into the ocean.
I need to think about other products that
contain micro beads – from cleaning
products to makeup. These all contain
millions of micro beads, and unless we
are very diligent, we’ll be using them
routinely. The ‘lock down’ has enabled
me to forget about wearing makeup (like
being on holiday), but I’ve been cleaning
and decorating throughout (and having
the odd shower), and relying on these
products to get the job done, I’m afraid,
without a thought for the environment. I
do have a crochet soap bag for use in the
shower (MFWI pattern available) which
saves on shower gel bottles, however, the
number of plastic bottles I am recycling
is horrifying –must be trillions of micro
beads in my recycling bin! Many of the
‘old fashioned’ cleaning products are
natural and will do less harm to our
environment. This is my way forward,
and I will learn more about using natural
products for cleaning. I am sure there
are many members who have great tips
so, if you find time, please send them to
us and perhaps we can make the
collection into a useful book!

Zoom Times—click any session for the Zoom link!
The Trustees and Federation
Representatives have already taken part
in a few zoom sessions, below are more
scheduled chats where any member is
welcome to join us.
There is a maximum of 100 attendees at
a time though so will all be first come
first attending on the times listed.

All dates have two sessions set up back
to back as we are currently using the
free 40 mins allowed by Zoom and this
will let us chat for longer or for people
to join one or other of the sessions as
they wish. Please pass onto your
members who are happy and able to use
Zoom.

Sunday 2 August 16:00
Meeting ID: 820 4381 5368; Password: 5cX0Hn
Sunday 2 August 16:45
Meeting ID: 865 7514 3507; Password: 0Wvu9K
Wednesday 5 August 19:30
Meeting ID: 862 9853 2941; Password: 8jSjji

Wednesday 5 August 20:15
Meeting ID: 828 1513 8011; Password: 5LxWgm
Sunday 16 Aug 16:00
Meeting ID: 890 1057 3298
Password: 0f9xFH
Sunday 16 Aug 16:45
Meeting ID: 890 9832 0892
Password: 4APmyR
Wednesday 20 August 19:30
Meeting ID: 864 7230 6518; Password: 9bb3n5
Wednesday 20 Aug 20, 20:15
Meeting ID: 899 5680 5654; Password: 2ecs3f
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Middlesex updates
Stir and bake until lightly toasted and
dry.
At the NFWI Annual Meeting in 2016 we
supported a resolution calling on
supermarkets to take action to avoid
food waste. The resolution read as
follows:

Completely cool down on the baking
sheet.

The WI calls on all supermarkets to
sign up to a voluntary agreement to
avoid food waste, thereby passing
surplus food onto charities thus
helping to address the issue of
increasing food poverty in the UK.

Making Butter - Anna East

This was submitted by Snailbeach WI,
Shropshire Federation
Our Food Matters campaign echoes this
and many of us lobbied our local
supermarkets.
As a nation the UK wastes more food
than anywhere else in Europe, costing
the average household £470 per year.
Producing this food requires farmland
roughly the size of Wales and generates
the equivalent carbon emissions to 1 in 4
cars on our roads. If we managed to
redistribute just a quarter of the food
currently wasted, there would be enough
food to feed the 870 million people living
in hunger. Despite this, decisive action to
tackle food waste has been slow.

Store in an air tight container when
completely dry

It is easy to make butter and a good way
to use up any leftover Double Cream.

date and product labelling which can
cause consumers to prematurely throw
out food.
A survey conducted by WRAP (Waste
and Resources Action programme) has
found that citizens are adopting ‘food
smart’ behaviours and creating less food
waste during the Covid-19 lockdown.
The survey found that: 63% are going to
the shop less. More than a third are
enacting certain food-saving behaviours
more often then before the lockdown
(e.g. checking what is in their cupboard
and fridge. 37% are increasingly making
meals from random ingredients.
I am sure many of our members have
lots of tips and recipes we could all use
for reducing food waste in the home and
it would be good if you would share these
please send them in and we can pass
them on in this newsletter.
Fussy eaters are throwing away 1.2
million bread crusts each year and one in
five households automatically bin the
crusts at the end of the loaf, wasting
perfectly good food there are many ways
to use crusts, such as turning them into
breadcrumb coating, making stuffing or
baking bread and butter pudding and
bread pudding.

Some Middlesex tips...
As a first step in the campaign, we
produced a report and manifesto setting
out a range of ways supermarkets can
help consumers reduce food waste in the
home. Using the findings of surveys
completed by over 5000 WI members,
our Wasted Opportunities report shows
how supermarket practices could be
encouraging food waste across the
supply chain. From encouraging
overbuying through multi-buys and
multipacks promotions, to confusing

Making bread crumbs - Sarah
Wilson
Grind down dry bread in the food
processor. (Or put into a plastic bag and
bash it until it resembles crumbs)
Spread in a single layer on a baking
sheet.
Bake at 300ºF (149ºC) for 10 minutes.

Pour cream into a food processor or bowl
of a food mixer and in usual way whip
cream until it reaches the preferred
whipped stage, approx. 2/3 minutes but
instead of stopping here as normal,
continue the operation to the next stage
in process which will separate the fat
(yellow) globules from the ‘buttermilk’.
This can take as little as 3 minutes or less
for small quantities. This stage can be
messy so make sure you can protect
yourself from the milk which will slosh
around! You will then see a round ball of
butter and separate liquid buttermilk.
Using a sieve, pour off the buttermilk
into another bowl and keep for making
soda bread or scones.

Put the ball of butter in a bowl and add
about six ice cubes, ‘knead’ the butter
(using plastic gloves if you don’t like
greasy hands). The ice encourages any
remaining buttermilk to come out. You
can then drain this off and add to
previous amount drained.
I added garlic and parsley to my butter,
mixing it in, I then rolled it into a
sausage shape and cut it into slices,
wrapped them and put them in the
freezer. This is unsalted butter and if you
did not freeze it the shelf life is short.
To make regular salted butter with a
longer shelf life, add salt and knead it in,
then shape as you choose and enjoy. The
ratio for salt is ¼ teaspoon of fine sea
salt for 500ml of cream, but it is to
personal taste. A 500 ml carton cream
will make approximately 280g of butter.

Lorraine Reed’s tip for keeping
excess salad is to put into an airtight
container along with a damp piece of
clean kitchen roll on top of the salad - it
keeps it at least for another day, if not
two days when kept in the fridge. I am
always chopping up too much salad so
invariably use it for lunch bowl or in a
wrap the next day.
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MIDDLESEX UPDATES
The Women’s Institute diaries for 2021
are now available to order. We know
many members find these handy for
popping in a handbag! The cost is £5.10
including postage and this year we’re
asking members to order direct from
MFWI and pay via bank transfer where
possible. Please ask your committee for
an order form.

Denman is continuing to offer its Zoom
courses—have you tried one yet? More
are becoming available and what
excellent value they offer! At £5 a time,
why not try out some cooking, craft or
listen to a speaker on history or culture?

Help for Website - Due to a move of
work and home location, we need a
replacement Web Mistress for both the
MFWI website and updating the front
end of our section via the NFWI website.
It is a voluntary job which can be done at
home and likely needs a few hours a
month to keep everything up to date and
current.
This person must have a good knowledge
of updating websites in WordPress. We
can obviously talk through what is
required and the existing webmistress is
more than happy to help with the
transition from one to another.

There is a world conference every three
years (Triennial), the next one is in
Kuala Lumpur in May 2022 at which I
may attend as ACWW Representative for
MFWI but will depend on my finances
nearer the time as it will be paid from
my own pocket. I digress….
Just like our NFWI AGM’s there is an
opportunity for Resolutions/Calls to
Action. To my knowledge, this has not
been put to members in the past few
years so now you have your chance.
MFWI is a member society who can
submit Resolutions/Calls to Action - any
resolutions need to be submitted by 18
May 2021 to MFWI and have various
‘rules’ just as the NFWI ones do. Please
note that ACWW voted resolutions tend
to align with the WI ones and with their
own constitution, which is very similar
to the WI one.

Members of the Board of Trustees have
been trying out needle felting (see
Lorraine’s piglet below!) and various
types of Asian cookery, among other
things!
All courses
are listed
here on the
Denman
website.

Please let me know if you are interested
and I will give more information.
Lorraine Reed-Wenman

In 1994 MFWI members produced this
banner which is stored in County Office.
For our 2021 Centenary, we are asking
each WI to produce a similar ‘patch’
which we will make into a banner to sit
alongside this one.

The item should be produced on a piece
of Aida which will be provided. The
finished size needs to be A5 (21.2cm x
15cm) PLUS a 2cm border. It can be
landscape or portrait and decorated with
any form of stitching or other media.
Please also think of how your Institute
has changed over the years if yours is in
the 1994 banner and depict its current
personality.
The finished piece needs to be delivered
to County Office by the end of February
2021 so that we can complete it for our
Centenary Council Meeting. More info is
with your committee. If you have any
queries, please email craft@mfwi.org.uk.
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MIDDLESEX UPDATES
The following message comes from
NFWI, and was circulated recently to all
WIs via an MFWI mailing.
Many of you will have seen that on 25
June NFWI, as part of our celebration of
Pride Month, posted a message of
welcome and support to all our
transgender members. This reasserted
our long-held Transgender policy of
which we are rightly proud. The post
generated a lot of interest and we have
received emails from members and nonmembers about our position on
admitting transgender women, some
positive and some negative. We
understand that federations and WIs
may also have received similar
correspondence.
What became clear in the
communications from our own members
was that many of them were unaware of
this longstanding policy and therefore we
felt it might be useful to re-send this (see
attached) and to ensure you were all
aware of its content should you be asked
questions by members or members of
the public. We also thought it might be
helpful to share with you our formal
constitutional and legal position should
this help when responding to enquiries:
The NFWI has had its policy on
admitting transgender members for a
while thus this is not a new practice
though we are aware some members may
not have previously seen it. In addition
to this individual policy we are currently

in the process of creating an overarching
Inclusion Policy which will include the
information from the current
Transgender Policy and add further
detail to this based on the wider
legislative and policy discussions outside
of the WI.
This new policy will apply to all three
levels of the organisation and will be
finalised and circulated towards the end
of the year. Our policy position
references directly the Equality Act
(2010), section 4 of which refers to ‘Sex’
and ‘gender reassignment’ as protected
characteristics. ‘Gender reassignment’ is
defined under section 7 of this Act as: ‘A
person has the protected characteristic of
gender reassignment if the person is
proposing to undergo, is undergoing or
has undergone a process (or part of a
process) for the purpose of reassigning
the person's sex by changing
physiological or other attributes of sex.’
Medical transition is not necessary.
Therefore, transgender women are
protected under the Act.

Based on this legal position and section
12 of our Constitution which state that
‘Membership of the WI is open to
women who have reached the Age of
Majority’ this therefore includes anyone
who identifies as a woman. This means
that transgender women are welcome
to join the WI and to participate in any
WI activities in the same way as any
other woman.
The WI provides women with
educational opportunities and the
platform to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities
whilst always celebrating what it
means to be a woman. Welcoming
transgender women to the WI builds on
our ambitions and enriches our
membership to ensure we are an
inclusive place for all women to
celebrate who they are and influence
positive change in their communities.
We understand that talking about
matters of such a personal nature can be
difficult and emotionally charged. We
also appreciate that the wider debate
taking place outside the WI can at times
be hostile and difficult to engage with.
However, we must ensure that members
understand our position on this and act
in accordance with the WI values of
fellowship, truth, tolerance and justice.
If you have any comments or questions
on this policy or would like any support
in sharing this with members then
please do not hesitate to email the
Membership and Engagement Team at
membership@nfwi.org.uk.

Photo: Social Lites WI

The policy is available here on MyWI.

On page 5 you’ll see details of how to join
in our Federation Zoom chats.
The Board of Trustees has been holding
both its regular monthly meetings and
some ad-hoc meetings on Zoom, as well
as joining our own WI meetings and subgroups, not to mention Denman at
Home, work meetings and family catchups!
We’re Zoom experts now… That’s not to
say we don’t try to speak while on mute
or occasionally have random people
wandering into shot, or struggle with
shaky internet!

Hello from all of us in Zoom land!
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