Issue 49: June 2020

Dear Member,
Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI
campaigning news, delivered directly to your inbox.
If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct
them to the campaigns area of MyWI to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest.
Contents:
Time to ratify the Istanbul Convention
Cervical Screening Awareness Week (15 -21 June)
NFWI blog on Black Lives Matter
World Environment Day virtual celebrations
Don't miss The Great Get Together
World Oceans Day 8th June
Don't forget: WI Survey on coronavirus impacts
Campaigns Corner: Lockdown fundraising

The main priority for the NFWI is the safety and wellbeing of our members. If you
haven't already, please visit this link for the latest, up to date government
guidelines.
See more information about support at the end of this Digest.

Time to ratify the Istanbul Convention
The 8th June marked 8 years since the UK signed the Istanbul Convention.

However, the Convention has not yet been ratified by the UK government,
which means it is not yet legally binding.
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The Istanbul Convention sets minimum standards for governments to meet
when tackling violence against women. The full name is the Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic
violence. It is a legal framework that exists to tackle domestic violence against
women and girls, and covers other forms of violence such as sexual assault and
rape.
Violence against women in the UK is still widespread and further action on the
part of Government is needed. Specialist frontline services are in crisis and
many women and children are still suffering.
For further information on The Istanbul Convention visit IC Change or get in
touch with us.
Click here to access sources of support.

Take Action
Join our call for the UK Government to ratify the Istanbul Convention:
1. Share our tweet and Facebook post.
2. Tweet your MP:

Find their twitter handle here: www.tweetyourmp.com
Copy the following tweet or write your own: @[YOUR MP’S TWITTER
HANDLE] it has been 8 years since the UK signed the #IstanbulConvention. As
your constituent I ask you to call on the government to ratify the Istanbul
Convention without delay by taking this @ICChangeUK action:
www.icchange.co.uk/8JuneAction @thewi

3. Use our template letter to write to your MP. Email us at
pa@nfwi.org.uk for the template letter.

Cervical Screening Awareness Week 15th - 21st June
This Cervical Screening Awareness Week we'll be supporting Jo's Cervical
Cancer Trust to help ensure that everyone who has questions or concerns about
screening knows where to get answers and support. With routine screening
appointments postponed in Wales and some appointments in England delayed
as GP surgeries decide if they can put the appropriate safety measures in place,
we know that people may be worried, and so we want to reach as many as
possible with up-to-date information.
Keep an eye on our Twitter and Facebook pages this week for posts
you can share with the people around you.
If you have any questions, Jo's Trust has gathered all the information you need

in their new Hub. You can visit it here.
If you are feeling anxious about cervical cancer or screening you can call their
free Helpline on 0808 802 8000

On Tuesday 2 June, the WI participated in #BlackOutTuesday, a social
media campaign in support of the Black Lives Matter movement.
The WI stands in solidarity with Black communities around the world, who
face injustice and violence. There is no place for racism in our society and we
must work harder to educate ourselves, challenge other people and take action
to eradicate inequality.
There are several organisations in the UK working to tackle racism and it is
important that their work and information is publicised, shared widely and

engaged with.
You can read our new blog post here.

Lesley Parker, Hafal

World Environment Day virtual celebrations
Trees, Our Environment, Health and Wellbeing virtual talk and Q&A
NFWI-Wales would like to give a big thank you to the 100+ members who
joined the virtual talk hosted by NFWI-Wales last Friday to mark World
Environment Day.
The event combined NFWI-Wales’ passion for the environment and the work
done in Wales over the past 2 years in protecting, preserving and planting trees
and our campaign Make Time for Mental Health.
Members heard from Jason Cockings and Lesley Parker from the mental health
charity Hafal about their vocational gardening service at St Fagans (the
National Museum of Welsh History) and Tom Jenkins from Forest Research,
who spoke on the title ‘Trees are essential for current and future generations in
Wales’.
You can watch a recording of the session here.

The Great Get Together is back
If you or your WI will be taking part in the Great Get Together this weekend,
don't forget to get in touch and let us know your plans by emailing
pa@nfwi.org.uk
Even though it will be different to past years, there are still lots of ways you can
get involved, such as by organising a telephone tree in your WI, setting up a
WhatsApp group for people in your street to stay connected or calling someone
you haven’t spoken to in a while.
You can find more information and new ideas here.

World Oceans Day 8th June
It was World Oceans Day on the 8th of June. The NFWI are clear that there is
still much more to do in the fight to protect our oceans against pollution,
especially from plastics and microplastic pollution.

If you would like to take action to support our End Plastic Soup campaign, take
a look at ‘Fixing Fast Fashion’ toolkit on My WI. This features ways you can
extend the life of your clothing, and includes a helpful how-to guide focusing on
how to make simple clothing repairs.
You can download the toolkit here.

Reminder: How has the coronavirus (Covid-19) impacted you?
If you haven't yet taken part in our survey about WI members experiences of
lockdown and the impact Covid-19 has had on local communities, there is still
time!
Your responses will help inform our campaigning activity and enable us to call
for any changes that might benefit women and their communities during these
difficult times. The survey should take 10-12 minutes to complete and is
completely confidential.
The survey will close on Tuesday 30th June, and is open to all members, so
please feel free to share it with others in your WI who might be interested!
To take part in the survey, click here.
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Wandsworth Common WI raised nearly £1,200 for their local
Refuge centre by holding a plant sale
Wandsworth Common WI organised a plant sale outside two members’ homes
this month and managed to raise nearly £1,200, about twice what was
expected!
The money will go to their Wandsworth/Richmond branch to help make their
drop-in advice centre more welcoming for women and children.

Support and help during pandemic

This can be a particularly difficult and worrying time for adults and
children living with domestic abuse. This link will take you take a page of
support sources, please share as widely as possible. It is important that
survivors know that they are not alone.
This can also be a difficult and worrying time if you require additional
assistance. If you need emergency food or support you can find the contact
details of your local food bank using your postcode here.
If you are able to support your local food bank with donations or by
volunteering, click here to visit the FareShare website.
You can also visit this section of our website for information from the
NFWI on ways you can help your community, sources of support and other
helpful information such as setting up a virtual meeting.

We have a PDF versions of the digest available, that you can share with the people
around you. Please get in touch with the Public Affairs department if you would
like a copy.
Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign up to receive this monthly
digest.
Kind regards,
The NFWI Public Affairs team.
pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext.238

The NFWI use a third party provider, MailChimp, to send out the Public Affairs Digest. When you
provide your email address, it is sent directly to MailChimp for safe storage and processing in the United
States. For more information on how your email address is used please read MailChimp’s privacy
policy.
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